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Orality of Sport Announcements
—On the Discourse of Baseball Programs in Early Radio Broadcasting—

Makoto YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

In this Paper, I study baseball programs from 1927 to 1931. In this period, early announcers of radio
broadcasting invented their own styles of speech, and they tried to describe a new form of social
reality, emerging with radio. In the course of their practice, the first announcers found a new feature
of radio as media, the ‘liveness’. One announcer, Matsu’uchi Norizo used an old orality of KOUDAN
(an oral performance), and invented his ‘Pseudo-KOUDAN-style’ in order to describe the liveness. His
style of announcement become popular in 1930 and 1931, but he could not find a way to describe the
liveness of radio with an appropriate orality.

Keywords: Early Broadcasting, Radio, Announcement, Baseball Programme, Matsu’uchi Norizo,
Kume Masao, Uotani Tadashi, Liveness, Orality, Pseudo-KOUDAN-style
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