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The perception of a collision event: A classification of
freely-described impressions and some experimental
analyses.

Susumu IKEDA and Noriko UMETSU

Abstract

When two moving targets are presented in appropriate conditions, collision effects occur. A.
Michotte (1946/1963) interpreted them as kinds of perceptual causality. Recently many researches
have been done on the perception of kinematic properties which happen in collision events.

In our preliminary study some freely-described impressions made by observers on moving targets
in collision were collected and a classification of them was made in terms of perceptual properties.

In the experiments relative estimates on velocity and weight of the targets were required. In Exp.
1 observers were asked to estimate how much faster / heavier the collided targets were compared to
the colliding targets. In Exp. 2 observers first discriminated the faster/heavier ones from the others,
and then estimated how much faster / heavier these ones were compared to the others. Despite
differences in the ways of comparison the tendencies found were the same: targets that felt faster
were felt lighter, the slower the heavier. In Exp. 2 the velocity estimations were affected by the
size-ratios of the targets. Conclusions were inferred that they depended on the conditions of relative
velocity either of which were causing launching effects or other triggering effects in causal events.
Keywords: perception, perception of event, perception of causality, collision, perceived velocity,
perceived weight, ratio-judgment
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2 DOXNRY D BEFAH - ZRIVBERO b & TEIC & &, BWEFE [HE] BRER2, 2hx A Mi-
chotte (1946/1963) ZERMOHED—>DHREL L THE Lz, EETIR. AREME2ES TEHESERO
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BEBREND, HZ08E b RSELNIE, 2 BR2RERWET 205 Lk,
BEOBERIE. 208X SEOAFNAXRCKEL T3, [A2EECLTZOEKE
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BOTEC DR ESZ DI LT, EENCEELRBETH S,
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H1 RMEERORFNEHE

(1) A5 oEBAYEE
(2) RIEBIHED»OLEBASHEML, L35
(3) BEBALEICBE

LDWCRZS, ZOLIRLTHIC. AR FCE->T. HEBXE#H X3 CRZ
LZREM R, EE%IE (launching effect) &3,

ITHE T, Michotte R LI:ARMK L ED. ZO L5 LFIEMEE»r MBI W SR %:
(TRl EFEATYW S, REM L [SoboskehroLEE N Lo BE
TERINDS, TNEFNDIEREVIFBETH D, ARSI N MONENRELE LT,
FEEENET 5N 5,

IHEOWMFETIIIENFESID EFon23Mc ED L 5 RAEHRPREZ LD
1255, %I THEDOTFHILERIZ, E0 LS RERPEL O, BEEDSHER
ERNETHIERENE LIBEEB I o7z,

1-2 &H (1980) MHEHA

FREOFEREIC DV, FHICHRE L T 3mXAPR VW, TOHTH, REEX
(1980) DERXIZ. HEAEDOSFERE K EL T, ZOENIEERATHEEWVWI AT
BB,

FH (1980) i, 2hE TIORE TR, RRMEVSRREIMELDO». H5\»
BEEDORBIEMEIC L 2D, TDL S RBE» SHESMTOITE T, FIFEOBAR,
Michotte (1946/1963) DL %2\, FRMHE % 4L S ¥ 3 RBMEHOS IS A EE
Twb, $BEOBAIZ. RRMEDOER % L TA5 L. Michotte 23 F5R L 721 EHER
HENELE LTV EWVIFER (A Gemelli & A. Cappellini, 1958 ; N.A. Beasley, 1968)
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D5 SITRERDBEEEE. WAL, 2 LvoEROANEEDER I, EBREROE
BERESVLIIELTVRS,

Michotte iIZRRAESBERIFETH L FE 2Tz, 2% 0. ARAREIX. MMEZEOHY
BREMHIZE > THEINZY, LrLAEMNS, ARHAESHKIT 2 70 + 7 4 PRl
HIcBWT, £ ARMENECZOLHEERE LV S L5 ERI Michotte DIIFICHE
Ly, ZHIRNLUFEELRBRTH 5,

EOEHIZ., ZhoDEREROERIC L > T, RRAESHRWFS». BiEOAK
RERIBEIRLIENTELZO M T 212, W D»OMERLH S LIEHT
%3, 12iid. ARMEOMEICB LT, HBREOSHERE»S. ARFEZHET 218
DEENRLVW I EEDHITTVI, ZTORBR. LROERL, EREOSEPEHE L Vo2
TEEDERE T, £ UL ATREMLH 2 LIEML T3, b5 121, REMEEROKE. #
EONWEEDHHPRETH 2 2 & BT T3, BEEORNEME L IX. BITRER. 8
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W EiIFWzELEERLL,
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A1z

SEOFHERDOHEIZ. REHOVR—b2BFICL., TELZRIFEREOSERED
EEHERT I EIILIS

1-3 &M (1980) WENHE
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2h] BHOHICTHIEEFRE LT, SEREOENMT 2RAA T,
(Rl <5 —>)

RIS 2 Wk A BEOEEN NS — > Thd, EFAAZTRTEI»SETHD., ACE
DIESF. ECKROERFBENS, H/H L 7 NEEDES/ <5 —> (O B-pattern  @L-
pattern @ T-pattern @ E-pattern £ ¥ 3) 3. ROWEEORRMENELT 2 7o

b A TRRBRE L IR Tw 2, BRARMEDS 1 713, OFIEIZIR (braking effect) |
@EEZNE (launching effect) . @FERIR (triggering effect) . @EXEI%HE (entraining
effect) TH 32,
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Michotte @ disk method %88 U7z, #EAE 1P LI D (17 & W -RIBEER % . R
Uw b (5X200mm) %@L CTEBET 2, AV vy bOhROEICE, 7oV r7¥ -0k
2T, BEOFHR/IEAS IR S s,

(Fhex)

EERIIWERE 14 AT, R Tbhiz, 4 D0ORBNRY —V i35 v FArcBRI N,
—ERIRIB Y — MRV B LERY Sh TV AH. BBRERZ N EBEL NS EA
REBOHRE D50, [T CRA %2, BENSSETHLIET] 2R
BThs, FBREOEERERT — 7V a—F—HEshiz, 120FE 5 —>DE
ROET LItk o0 U0ABShERIEE. 75 A Bl hizY,

(RER)

EWMEBI6PITH S, £3. RHOO» 5S@QOERRHMEDOER I L. ThETho
Ry —ieBVT, RERAESEREL T aLBBEI N, £1 1k, #REOH
FER e LEMICNT 2B L ERE L. SRIBUSY —izowT, ZhCHIG LA
RHABEBELC T E0ELERLIDBDTH S,
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B-pattern| O | O | O X X X X X X X
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*RH (1980) @ table 6 & D EHER.RZFDOT L7 7 Xy bIHRELTDH 5,

OO | x|x
O|x|O|x
Ol x|10O| x
X1OlO]| x

HENRERLE %A 5% L. Launching T 86 % (86 %). Entraining T 93 % (86 %).
Triggering T 71 % (50 %). Braking T21% (14 %) &7 ->7:%, ZOEIZ. SR ¥

2) ERBHUEDY 4 7OEHIZROMEY |
FIEHZNE - Pk A B E WA B Il 5 2 Lic k- THE. MEBSELEh 5B, Lo LEADMLD 708
T. Wk BoEEI N MIE,LSBIO T DEHTSNT WS,
EERR | Yk A BB TME BICliEL, ThSEEYMEB 2810328k 3, MEBBEIK DRI AT
YEADBE ZE L, DEA BYMEBICEET A NIcE> T3,
FRFERNER  UME A SUME B LEEfL T, MR A SR B 2B E MO, M A WA B BB HTOREL. Y
E BB hEEEEAHT I LR BV, WA RLEMEBBEI F v 72525 1CT &k,
EREIZHE C R A BRI UHENTYHEB LU, B $PE A W B 2835, H2LIEFINFLE
». MEBOMES*ELI¥ 3,

) 1 DORE/ Y — ik 60 BIRERE N, FEHICIRESN TRV, SWEBD 6P THEILEELD L,
1 DDFENRI -V 1EED T EDRERTH S LHRASINS,

4) 1R L, REOBE TR, ZOHEMEEONBTR DL TBRREN T,

5) () NRERNZHREDADEEETH 2,
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—2 BV T, MELEERENROEEHOEEGLRL TwE, IOEBEZ. RO
#EH (Beasley. 1968) i2HtR2 &, DD EVERERLE, ZOFBROMEEIX, R s
— R —FRHRVRLTERLIZ L, BHREARRELL I LPRE LD EEZ
57z,

BHRB Y — iz LT, ERT 3 L HFZ SN TOLREMEL. HIORRMEICH>
TRb oIz, Thid,. T-pattern & . #1Z B-pattern IKBAE TH - 7z, G. Crabbé (1967)
E X, IS TR LEERE L. EFRCEERIRES (HE LT, 72 T-pat-
tern Tl fFEZR TR B  BBPRERET 5 2 LB LHLEV I, REDHERX Crab-
bé DL & —F L Tz, BHO T-pattern Tid. [BLWEBEERITEIN] v
BEHRISRE S, FREESW2MRAPIR LT, BATEHIS L5 [BHFA] %
b o IEEYMED, Bt v EorTEEZ SN, BIZE LI L WO HIRHIRTH 5,
L L. #ERE . EEmikc TBRN] Tk, B3] 28T 2L T, EFR
E|ETHOTRELHEFZ STz, —75, B-pattern DWW T, F ZHIEZIR 2153
WERSE D LT IRBREODMHBEA TR W EHEHE NI,

RHEIZ. BBREORED. 2 EHVEOBRI OV TOHIR2 BRIz DL, 2HED
BREEERVHIREBRNIDDICHETE S L Lz, HiEIZEROBREEMAIEOHE T
H Y| BEZYENOAEORSE TH 25, HARAIEIC DL TOHRE I IZ. BRMEY HFEIFRC
Fohs % ol, - MENHEOKRES CHET 2HE I, FEV), ES (W),
EHEE (L) ThoTz, b 4 DOHE &, MBIy — > £ L THERE & DBIR L
REME» SFRD NIz,

HERENBEROYENAIEZ T 2 HRET 2568103, FHRBEPEI ER->-TwaL
RERFEZONTET, 2VED [FHRER] 2BELE. Zhz [(Rovoi] t#HE
2555, HET B, HELZI AL, BXL2HIVREAONIRESE LI
R ThP ORIV, LicdoT, BEZFOHREL LTINS IHEL, LV ERLRE
EThreEIZONTER, bL [EOBRVYHEDSIEEIEHA Y — F CHEFRICEE
L. FROBOYIEICER, ZORRCUBESBEI 21D 5o LD & 5 ICHEBRAE LR
EHELi T, ZhiE “5250” BETRARVWEFEIONTE I, Zh% [H1TRIEE
BEJEHU, HENZBEPEZ R L ERRAIL TE I KA Zhic s W» V+W+
L OHmEHLEREDE L IZ. AOHEEE2RT EFEXIDTH S, Lo Lz, 2EOMERA

6) EH® [B%H# (concreteness) | L. [ 2 EHMEOBHEEE) Y —FOEDOHE L LTHRE TS Lok
i, BEMEEYPERE L CHISEEEHRET 2 2 L2157,
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. VEWHL DfEnsEw & BREDELE L Bo Tl HBETH S &, TXTOH
By — TS HOERME 2 #HE L BBRERIE. 20 TREVEICHERT VW
LOFEED ., BERUDFEHE EL ko Tz, 7256 B0 > b, RBEMELH - 7=
H13RBAEL 2o WG IR VWAL REREOBRELHHISENIZH K> T
720

22T, TE&ME] CRRME L OBRSBRE Sz, [ERME] & 2 WEEOBKR%:
HBARTWBDT, HBRHIRNBE S R 5AREMERH L LFEZ SNz, LrL, Ih s Bk
HRRshEhot,

RHOME X BWTEHT INEHERIZ. 2UEMOYEMHEE2AET 2L %, ©
bW [SHEE] BT 5. EROFZ FICEMERT» IR THS, 29OH
ZEEKEEINC LT, BENEE2RES I, WENAEL G 2®MET 2 X% [HF
RIREEE ] 1213, BRI LA SR ETH 2 LERF L SN TE T, 205, HRMELH -7z
ML, ARMELRE L HERECIE, VIWHL O|EHBL V. ZORBRIE. [417
B | Bl TOEEETRBRLI-EFEZSNS,

2 TFERER

Tk, EEMTo L FREBRICOVTRE T 2,
2-1 ik
2-1-1 2xR&kE K2)

FBUEA—H VTV 7 02T Th
% Director 4.0 12 & > TIER & iz, #l
#uZ. Macintosh Performa 5320 (15 4
VFEZSI—)DEZI —IBREINT,
Ty —kid, BuERe, frogw
AF—Y (150 mmX*200mm) &> T
BRENTWE, RIBRIDIAT -]
WIICEREIND,

Flee=g —HiHEIZ. BOEAKC X

2 BREE

S TEbLNTWS, BOEAKOPRIC WERERE= Y — L CAFZRZ LS. ©5
CHEEREES NS, BFOFTREHEIVARAEY

iF. EE 150 mm OFBYID s Tn Yy L, BEEED B,
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2, ZOMAQPLEE=Y—EDRAT—YOFLENRED L5 12, BRARKBEES W,
FIMOBERIMBETITbNIz, LROEBLEABGDEIIEE. HBRERZBVEMKI
XoTyIvmens: THEAEO] A7 VWAL T E2BRETEL L LD, hoD
B, E=F —DHWEPMEATRDR 7 — Y £ v»o S, RIS 3 2 EE-KFED
Pefs & LT 2 L 2R T 2 -0 fThbhis,
T=F—»56 110 cm BN TSIBATICHEE R RE L1z, BBE I E=Y — 2 WRHE THE
L. ®=% — iz L THROMENAFIZ RS L2, BECELEE Sz,

2-1-2  Flgk

FBIELCUTOE S THS  PFRTHEL TV IR Ra L, AroEELTL 3
YR b DSEET 5 RO BZIESETH %, EATEDKE S IFRITR T, BEfiFRER 1 0.05
sec. THb, WRDIIZDHTHILEL, WRaBE~BEL., BE»SHZ 5, WHON
ROEE D SHE X 2. 2.5sec. U EDOKRIELH Y BURICRBEOY —7 £ Y ABERE
h3, SROBEZ. BEE»SRTELSETH S, NROBEHE IHRICRT, UTF
RS & D%, K& S OBk EHEDRERE & 65 HORBOERE N,

RIBEREFEIUTOL S CRE SN, 2 HBREAE TH 5, 1 HOKRE13.18.75.12.5,
6.25mm O 3FEFEERE L1z, CORBEMABEOYCZOEMILIZ. 91,421,111,
1:4.1:9 L%, LROEELOHE, 1BOREDOIZ3:1,2:1,1:1,1:2,1:
3EROTWVD, BlziE, 2MFa. b OEMLL 91 DFE. ZThZThO 1 LOES I,
18.75mm, 6.25 mm(1 ADOREDHIF3: 1), FML4: 1 DHBE. 1 LORSIF12.5
mm, 6.25mm (BXDHIF2:1) £hkoTwd, EEEM1:9. 114088, Th?
NO1AORSFHICHE B, 1L, TN 10BE. 1 TOREH12.5mm O
®xE2D2HW,

Riz 2 MF QYRR . 40 mm/s, 20 mm/s, 13.33mm/s D 3EETH 3, ZDE
BOEEZHEARDETEOREEKIZ, 3:1.2:1,1:1,1:2,1:3 &Lk, EBE,
MR a.b OFMELH 3 11 DFE R a OYERFEE IF 40 mm/s R b OFE X 13.33
mm/s. BATFREBRIC, 21 DHFE, MR ald 40 mm/s, I¥HK b ik 20 mm/s, 1:2 DFE.
W5 a ik 20 mm/s, 3 b 1k 40 mm/s. 1: 3 DFE. WK a ik 13.33 mm/s. IHE b ix 40
mm/s & LTz, 72720, 1.1 OHEE. MR a, b OWEAHEEIIFH £ 12 20mm/s &
L7z,
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B a. b DAL, BEES ND AT — ] (1) EacebeaBe
YOBOES (=Y10 ErnzMOEE, 150
mm) OFRTEI 5, ZOEBETIE, B
RESEIEERE LD, KESDREL ] (2) KATEDELHE
BEBHERT 258D 5, ZOBE. #
FERAL SR DD E DIRATIZ 72 B D %

W B LESE L D, 2T, BREE 2 1 (3) muTabEsBA
B0 LI TabE 288, EICAhED
Be. 2EBOBLICEDYE BBED 3 EE B3 EMEEO As

RERELE(HM3), 2@BORLICEDES
BEE. ThZhOREOFLS, BEESNEZAT—YOHROES (150 mm) D %58
LI Thiddv, £/ 2RBOLIECELTEDLY 3581, FlBCBES T K&
WHDOEBDHFLNAT —Y OMOREDFREES LS. ZO LT EHIRL T,
NS OHORBO LT - ELEEbES L5 Uik, ZRE. EESERICEEL 1,
REVHTOHELIHDOR L DF R, STNS &, FIHBEERLESEPTICEI>Tw3 EW
IEIRDIE DO TH o, ERREOERELA 1 11 OB, BT 2 LOR S B—3K
TEOT, FuLbEEDE S Lo lEHELMEY,
EREEHIEDRIFHER. 65 HORBHIER S iz, 22T 1I3MOKIEE T >~ 5 A
WHAEDYE. 5B ORIBRTI2ER LTz, RYIMTEEL TW 3R,

2-1-3 #UR
Y. B - LA FREEE N EE T, BoRETEEL (ENRE SN
L5110, HBREOELWTOEI 2R T 2, HBREIMO NFIFHR] 2HLX51
FURE N D H, ERSIRR V. HEREIIEAN. HHEEIcEE L,
CDOEBRTHEBRECRSINREEOES L., MMIHBRELERE 2 ) v 2735 FTH
ETHHEVBET L, fBERTCZOHNREEHBCET Z &, HIREZELKDb - 72 SEHE
27097l ROFBEBRET22LTh2, 2 TUTOETHTbII ;

ZDEEREZ, T —CHLHEIN B2 OD»DT7 A=Y a v 2 RT, bhizBNEDL

SWRZIzDH, ZOHIREZEL TV bDTT, 72 A—¥ avid,. 2T 13 EE
HDET, 7T=A=vavid, 2D20WAENENSEAEL Lno/bDTT, Hii



BIFEAS [HE¥EICE] £34EE3I5

. ZRZRDT7 = A=y av%2ET, 220WARICOWT, /22 D0ONAKOEE
WOWTREUZZ %, BRHICELTLEEY, 72A—Yavid, dELVEEOE
Wore (202 $2%T, AETHEVELET, Lo T, bhlizESOL
LEIET, 72 A—vav2RAZENTEET, TOT=A—¥ a VOHIREFE LK
Cboks, HEADHWES% (7Y v 7] LTLREW, ROT7T = A=y arhPirEn %
To ZITULEDZERZRVBR LT TR EY, ETOT=A—Ya vy TLELE
O, BRIBIDEBREKRZ TRUL I L REHBIEL T W, R § 2 BMEL,
EE, 7oA—YayROWTELLIERE, BHEEL TWEWIHETYT, BN
BHD FEAD

EEBORRIZETA I AT > THRE SN, RBREZENITbON:, #HEEITZ1A
LD 1 RFIORIEL (13 HOFNEEM) #EE L, 1 AOBERE L T, EEIZH 30
miro Tz,

2-1-4 HERE

WEE BT REREE 10 AL REBRES A THo Tz, HAlIZ, BE24, M 134
Tholzo RFRE 3 HERR G 12 B, BROPWEFIC DOV TOHFEIZ RV, KREFDM
BOHEI231.0 A EOHERE X 9 4. 0.1 OHERE L 2 oz, TOMOBERE X, 345
0.7HI&.ZYVD14IEELS £H0.1 LAEORINDRY B> Tl H77250.10D
WEREBICHL T, [E=F — B> TV IREE, LRZTVwEIH? JEFRZ L, 2
ZOWHRBL D [XR23] &2/

2-2 #R
2-2-1 KM (1980) NFEREDLEH

9. EHOTHEROFERE. RE (1980) LB L8556, BREFTL THI,

ZDFHEROL|ERIL 193BITH 5, RRAIROELRZLETH66 % THY . W
FUIR RS 61 % AEFERNR 0I5 % FIBZNRE 1 %Gl a0, ZOfEIR. RECR
shic k5 ZRRAROERR TRV, FLEED [HREM] X, [REZR] L0 A
WERTFHE « 2L T 20T, ERCHETE RV, READERICHRTHE DI
b, AFESRPHEBIROBEREB VRS TH S,

HREKBER L 257D 4BTHY ., KM% ThHhotz, EEIZ. ZOBREHK
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RICELDHEPRECEEZTBY, “BMCRRANROEREOFERM> iz T %
WEEZTWD, EEOEROBTIR. [EDLICRII-DH», ZOMREBEHICEL T
{Raw] LS BETH-> 7z, RRAIRERER T, BESCEHOHHIC OV THE
L7 BRE 3 SHERE ISR SN 13 ORIBERI N T Z I H|E L b T, #
. RRHIRERE LD Lahol D, £ ZEDH0, HEREICL > Tid, KR
RERET 2L CHREINTOLEDLY TR AL, LBCRRNRCEERT I LIICE
WHOBETRLINTE» 272D T, RCERHZEIRER Iz ELTH, @E»SELNL
ATREME X T E v,

KA, [ 2 WEOBERBR= 25 =HRER] 8L 0T 20EOWENEIE=V+
WHL]EARE L zo SR TId. ARAES Do s, RRAE ZHE Lo HERE 1.
BERHERL V+WHL OHEHEDS S0 E LI BRI RE N, LALREATRED &S
DB ZEINTOPBHRTRENTHEVWDT, ZOHEEZHRAT LI LB TE RV, 22
TUOL T, REDREERM LT L. ARNK L ERME, B0 L v o IFFED & 25,
HMEDENTEDIICHELTWEDH,, BT ZEikT 3,

2-2-2 #R 1 FERTEBEINEBRENIE

ZZTiR. BH (1980) TlR+HicHREShTwkhrol, SEHREOLEERETES
FRORLTWL ZEDEHNTH S,

AEBRCHEIN 13 PI0EERELSE L (K2 220), 7. (VARBEFREZS
LIRE (12961 &, QEREEFEEES EZVEHE 646 LR& 2DXHESIN,
ZCHRBEG L. [RE%IE (launching effect) | 2 &9 7. [ALERTO REME P (@
»5®). [fhFEEHE (triggering effect) | (D). [HIERHE (braking effect) | (®) %15
LTw3, ZhoRESHRE L UCHBIRROERZ. KA (1980) ks o7,

[HEM] EvuoTh, BAREESHAVON TV, [KDohol] HLELRE] [
CERELI] [DlzolzlErs, [E—AtWwoTLES | ATy I Lzl RklE
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