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The young generation in a stagnant society:

Consciousness of "stability" and revival of the "straight" life style
Shinji KATAGIRI

Abstract

This paper discusses the consciousness and the values of college students, based on the fourth
questionnaire survey taken every five years since 1987. The findings of this research are as follows. First, the
values of college students are transferring from an era of big change to an era of stability. The change of
opinions on gender and the differences of consciousness between male and female students have become
small. Second, the "straight" life style, that was once unpopular among young people, is gradually reviving.
Third, the differences have appeared in four values classified as ICCE values (Individualism, Conformism,
Conservatism, Epicureanism) that were found in the first survey. Conformism and conservatism are still
strong values, but individualism and epicureanism are weaker than before.
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