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Changes in values and governmental policy evolution
following structural changes in socio-economic systems

Toshiro HIROTA

Abstract

Structural changes in socio-economic systems are being shaped by progress in information society,
globalization, and deregulation. At the same time, various actions performed by the government, private
companies, and individuals undergo changes due to changes in values. This article offers an analytical
framework that can explain these changes. Based on this framework, this article tries to elucidate the
relationship between changes in values at the governmental level and governmental policy evolution. Specific
focus is targeted on the policy of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. Utilizing the newspaper article
data, various governmental policy changes are clarified by referring to background factors, values, norms, and
actual policy orientation. This article also points out the necessity of structural and process analyses on
governmental organizations.
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