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Visualizing the Construction of Social Reality:
A “Semio-graphic” Analysis of Headlines Reporting the Abduction (“Rachi”) of
Japanese Citizens by North Korea (DPRK) in the Major Japanese Newspapers
in September, 2002.

Yohji G.KIMURA, Hidenori ITAMURA and Keiko IKENOBU

Abstract

On September 17" 2002, the General Secretary of DPRK Kim Jon Il apologized to Jun’ichiro Koizumi for
the Abduction of 13 Japanese citizens. A graphic expression, “Semio-graph”, was devised and applied to
provide a “visual representation” of the changing process of “news-weights” (=value) in terms of this
Abduction. All the headlines (8.30~9.30, 2002) of major Japanese newspapers (Asahi, Sankei, Mainichi,
Yomiuri) reporting the Abduction were analyzed. The frequency and area of the word Abduction (Rachi)
itself were measured and mapped on to the “Semio-graphs” which enabled us to see the “spikes” of the
agenda-setting and the general tendencies/attitudes of four newspapers against the Abduction. The Yomiuri
and Sankei newspapers put heavier and earlier weights to “Rachi” compared to the Asahi and Mainichi
newspapers.
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