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A "Semio-graphic" Analysis of Headlines Reporting the

Abduction("Rachi") Story (2):
Revisit of Prime Minister Koizumi to North Korea on 22nd May 2004

Yohji G. KIMURA, Hidenori ITAMURA and Keiko IKENOBU

Abstract

No information is transmitted without choice and emphasis. In newspapers, the scale of a headline itself
implicitly expresses the "news-weight" (=value) of an event. The graphic expression of news-weights was
used to analyze headlines reporting Koizumi's revisit to DPRK on 22nd, May 2004. All the headlines
(5.14~5.25, 2004) in the major Japanese newspapers (Asahi, Sankei, Mainichi, Yomiuri) reporting the
abduction of 15 Japanese citizens by DPRK were analyzed. The frequency and the scale of the word
Abduction (Rachi) were mapped on Semio-graphs, as presented in a previous article. At the same time, the
issues of nuclear weapons and "the problem of pension un-admission of Prime Minister Koizumi" were
analyzed. Some differences among the newspapers were shown in terms of putting weights either on the
abduction or on these other issues through analysis of the headlines and the photos.

Key words: abduction, North Korea, semio-weight, headline, newspaper, content-analysis, public opinion,
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