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Affective Logic of Devotion and Terrorism:
A Socion Study of Aum Shinrikyo

Yohji G. KIMURA and Futoshi WATANABE

Abstract

In March 1995 the new religious order named Aum Shinrikyo suddenly attacked Tokyo subway system
using chemical weapons. This unprecedented subway attack was conceived as a prelude to Armageddon
predestinated before an utopia. We examine why religious seekers become such terrorists. Focusing on
affective logic in social networks, the social psychological mechanism of devotion is explained.

To analyze affective logic, we apply “socion theory” as a theoretical framework. The key concept of socion
(socio+neuron) theory is the “trion”, a triadic functional unit to generate positive (love) or negative (hate)
expectations (semio-potential) through “balancing” culculations. The devotion of a cult member can be
explained as a result of the trion calculation(NxN=P) in socion networks.

The case study of Aum Shinrikyo terrorism by Watanabe indicated that the dynamics of socion networks
drove members to engage in brutal activities. Socion theory is susceptible to provide a simpler framework to
analyze and explain such a heavy tragedy of our civilized society.

Keywords: terrorism, Aum Shinrikyo, devotion, affective logic, conflict, trion, socion theory, balance
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Appendix

The Outline of Socion Theory Applied to Terrorism:
A Case Study of Aum Shinrikyo

Futoshi WATANABE

I. Introduction

In March 1995 the new religious movement Aum Shinrikyo used chemical weapons to
attack the Tokyo subway system. The subway attack is conceived as a prelude to
Armageddon predestinated before a utopia. I examine why religious seekers become
terrorists. I focused on affective logic in social networks to explain the social psychological
mechanism of devotion.

To analyze affective logic, I apply socion theory. Socion theory provides a theoretical
framework to analyze a seemingly irrational behavior (Watanabe 2004). According to socion
theory, affective logic generates a sense of ought and drives for human behavior. The key
concept of socion theory is “trion” that signifies a functional device for calculating positive
or negative expectations in a triad relation. The devotion of a cult member can be grasped as
.a result of the trion calculation in socion networks.

The difficulty in understanding the problem of irrational devotion consists in the fact that
a competent individual, in spite of having the ability to doubt one’s social environment,
cannot escape from the semantic binding of cult religion. The core of the problem is that the
ability to doubt is insufficient to liberate a person from the cultic situation. In the case of
Aum Shinrikyo, although members often had doubt as to the direction of Guru, they could
not abandon their programmed terrorism. Our study of Aum Shinrikyo indicated that such a
continuous doubt paradoxically urged them to the terrorist attack. Then I would like to

consider the possibility of liberation.
II. Devotion and Terrorism

Why did disciples engage in silly and creepy criminal activities? Aum members didn’t

betray their Guru. However, can I conclude that they are sincerely religious persons? The
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relationship between religion and devotion is the problem to be solved.

Mind-control theory presupposes an image of single-minded devotion. Against mind-
control theory, I present an alternative model of devotion including certain latitude.
Especially, mind-control theory promoted the stereotyped. image of devotion. According to
mind-control theory, cult members devote themselves to cult leader without any hesitation
because they are mind-controled. Mind-control theorists offer such a very simple and
acceptable explanation as cult leader is evil and the members are deceived. If cult members
notice the truth, then they will recover their wits.

But such an excessively simplified description is not realistic. Occasionally, or even more
often, most of cult members are in doubt about their belief and hesitate to continue their
activities in cult. Researchers objected the validity of mind-control theory (Bromley &
Shupe 1981; Anthony 1990).

The actual difficulty in understanding the problem of devotion seemed to be irrational
consist in the fact that a competent individual having the ability to doubt one’s social
environment nevertheless cannot escape from the semantic binding of cult.

In the case of Aum Shinrikyo, although members often had doubt as to the direction of
Guru, they could not abandon their secret work indicates their programmed murder and
terrorism. Some members doubted that their guru fell into disorder. However, they engaged

in the project of terrorism.

II1. socion theory

I apply socion theory to explain the mechanism of devotion in Aum. Socion theory is
developed in collaboration of sociologists and psychologists in Kansai University. The basic
idea of socion theory is an application of Fritz Heider's balance theory, which gives an
account of triad relationship (Heider 1957).

According to balance theory, balanced state occurs in triad when all three of the relations
are positive (PPP) or when two of the relations are negative and one is positive (PNN, NPN,
NNP). A triad gets to balanced state as a friendly trio or a conflicted state of two against
one. Socion theory converts balance theory as a theory of expectation.

The concept of “trion” indicates a triad relation functions in one’s “sub-space” that is

subjectively constructed reality. In a trion, signs(N or P) of two relations are inputted, then
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the sign(N or P) of the last relation can be logically calculated. That can be formulated: P *
P—P,P%¥N—N, N%P—N, N*N—P.

Notice the fourth formula, N ®% N—P. The set of two negative relations output a positive
relation as a calculation of subjective expectation. A negation of a negative makes a positive
resembling Hegelian dialectic. This calculation works in the mechanism of devotion of

devotion in Aum. See Figure 1.

G:guru as an alter
D:disciple's ego P: positive expectatiion
L:lust of desciple N: negative expectatiion

Figure 1. NNP devotion system

Guru negates the lust of disciple (N;:G—L). And disciple negates themselves (N.: D—L),
then disciple devotes to Guru (Ps: D— G). Here, the affective logic of N % N— P functions.
The self-abnegation of disciple promoted the devoting relationship.

When trion pattern of NNP locks, the affection would be amplified. Then, disciples
consider the feeling of doubt and distrust about their Guru as the lust to be negated. Doubt,
hesitation, and distrust signify the negation of Guru. But Guru negates the negation. Here,
negating the negation generates the positive relation(illusion, in fact) like Hegelian dialectic.

The advantage of socion theory is to explicate the complex social psychological

mechanism by means of simple geometrical figures and sign(P or N) notations.
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