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The Expansion of Museum Image in Postmodern Japan

Mariko MURATA

Abstract

This paper aims to describe the evolution of postmodern museums in Japan. Mainly in Europe and the
United States, the so-called postmodern museums are expanding: they are mega, spectacular, and popular.
In Japanese museums, however, postmodernism evolved in a different way: as a dissociation of museums
and its image. In other words, while the ‘hakubutsukan’ administration could not literally pursue the
postmodern movement, spectacular and fashionable images of museums are presented and represented
through the media, affecting people’s museum image. It is the aim of this paper to outline this
phenomenon, and to reconsider why postmodern museums in Japan came out to be this way.
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