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Sociological Essays (6): Practice of Critical Thinking

Shinji KATAGIRI

Abstract

Sociologists often say, “Let’s doubt common sense.” Because it is an effective way of thinking to
understand the functioning of the society, which the ordinary people don’t think about carefully. At
present the mass media news plays a large role in forming “common sense”. The ordinary people tend to
believe that the mass media news is true in spite of the time when it is easy to get access to a substantial
amount of news content through the internet. It is necessary to critically interpret “common sense” formed
by the mass media news as the first step to understand the functioning of the society. Such way of
thinking is almost the traditional critical thinking.
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