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Childcare leave of male workers and its significance in human
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Abstract

Based on the result of the author’s interviews with 15 male childcare leave takers, the significance of
childcare leave of male workers in human resource management is discussed. Findings are as follows. First,
a new human resource management paradigm become increasingly likely to emerge since male workers,
who were the main employee-model in the age of seniority (nenkd) employee management, start to
choose a time-constrained way of working. Secondly, there is a high possibility that a time-constrained way
of working and consideration for those who choose the new way of working become widespread, due to the
assignment of male childcare leave takers to managerial positions. The reason is that managers exert a
greater influence on their subordinates and that in the existing conditions, much more male employees
take the post of managers than female. Thirdly, in working hours management, the effectiveness of setting
working hours which give employees satisfaction will be enhanced.

Keywords: childcare leave, male childcare leave takers, a time-constrained way of working, boundary
autonomy, role of managers
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