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The Landscape and The Structure of
Chinese Village Kume in Ryukyu Dynasty

Seiichi Takahashi

Chinese Village Kume near the seashore of Naha City in Okinawa Prefecture was built by
people who came from China upon request of Ryukyu Dynasty. It is well known that new
leanings, arts and technology were introduced into Ryukyu through this village. So the
village was a brain in Ryukyu, and we cannot discuss the history and culture of Ryukyu
without the existence of Kume. Nevertheless, not much is investigated about the land-
scape of the actual village and the facts hidden in the landscape.

In this paper, we have the overview of the landscape of the current Kume and its
surrounding area which is rapidly changing, and by going back to the past, we reproduce
the Kume Village in Ryukyu Era. More specifically, by reconstructing Kume and its
surrounding roads in early Skowa Era, Kume and its surrounding landscape in early Showa
Era, and that in Ryukyu Era on the city planning map of the scale of 1:2500, we investigat-
ed the meaning of the landscape. The findings are as follows.

« The map reconstructed by the author does not contradict the drawings in Ryukyu Era
and later. At least at this point, it is the most accurate reconstruction of the landscape
of Kume Village in those days.

« This village was constructed and managed based on the traditional Fusxi principle of
China, the latest geographic thought of those days. This is clearly shown in the shapes
of roads (bending, lack of intersections, etc), the enclosures of the village by groves,
locations of religious facilities, inclination of topography, the conditions of the rivers
and reservoirs.

« It is highly possible that those were not made naturally, but created artificially with
some intention. So Kume Village can be called a Fusui space created artificially. Kume
Village continued to be the base and storage in Okinawa of the geographical thought of
Fusui introduced from China.

« It should be noted that the plane shape of Kume Village was round or elliptic. It is a
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common feature with the round or elliptic road networks and town form frequently seen
in the castle town of Shuri. It is necessary to investigate the influence of China and the
relations between the two in more details.

« Taking the area of housing sites in Kume Village as an index, it is assumed that they
had the area equivalent to that of Aji (the upper class warrior) residences in the castle
town of Shuri. So we understand the people who came from China were given very
favorable treatments.

« In Ryukyu, towns and villages were surrounded by groves or forests and it could be
interpreted as natural conditions in subtropical climate. But at the same time it was
based on the traditional Fusu: Principle of China. In comparison with the ‘walls of clay’,

‘walls of stones’, ‘walls of water’ in East Asia, it could be called the ‘walls of forests’.



