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Cumulative Contents of Japanese Music
and Dance Magazines in 1920s-1930s (5) The Dancer

Yoshikazu NAGAI

Abstract

In the 1920s and 30s, Modernism was the distinctive feature of Japanese urban culture. To understand
that period, an appreciation of jazz music and ballroom dancing are particularly important. Relevant
information for reconstructing these phenomena is, however, lacking. This time, three magazines from this
period published in Osaka and Amagasaki, Dansa (The Dancer), Dansu-Fan (The Dance Fan), and
Dansu-Jidai (The Dance Time) have been studied with the help of several informants and public
libraries. Although there may be many missing numbers, the found issues contain a lot of valuable
information that detail the taxi-dance halls that existed in Osaka, Amagasaki, and the Kansai area.
Therefore, As a result of this study, I created a log of all the issues that I could find, and reprinted
several important articles.

Keywords: Modernism, Japanese taxi-dance halls, Jazz, Ballroom dancing, Music magazines, Dansa,
Dansu-Fan, Dansu-Jidai
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