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A Ritual Idea in Ryukyu Village Planning

MATSUI Koichi*

The purpose of this paper is to consider the ritual planning in the Ryukyu settlement. Imadomari was
the one of the old settlements which Nakijin Castle had at the foot of the castle and located in the cen-
tral part of Hokuzan. But the settlement was demolished by the invasion of Satsuma into Ryukyu. The
new settlement was moved to the coast and rebuilt. The rebuilt settlement didn’t seem to have a clear
plan from the consideration of the distribution of head families (Soke), however the priest houses dis-
tributed unevenly. Besides the distribution of the ritual spaces was very similar to the former settlement.
It became obvious that former distribution of the ritual spaces was clearly succeeded to the newly built

settlement.

Key words : Ryukyu settlement, ritual space, settlement movement
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