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Regional Transformation of the Areas along the Tram
of Semi-Public Sector Railway Manyosen
in Takaoka City, Toyama Prefecture, Japan

MATSUBARA Mitsuya*

This paper think about the relation between community development and Semi-Public Sector Railway
Manyosen which has been maintained and supported against the crisis of survival in close coordination
with the railway company and citizens and the local government of Takaoka City. Takaoka City stands
in a regional hub of railway networks, but its residential areas are dispersed and its population density is
fairly low. It seems difficult for the railway networks in Takaoka City to increase the number of passen-
gers, but the Manyosen has increased the number of passengers. The key point of success of the Many-
ousen were that the railway company took actions compatible with passengers and promoted the railway
utilization under the partnership between the railway company and citizens’ organizations, stakeholders
of shopping district and the local government at festivals and events held in the city. The experiences of
transformation of areas along tram during 15 years after the survival of the Manyousen indicate that ac-
tive community residents and their intercommunication are important factor in order to sustain public
transportation system and to revitalize city center, and also social common capital such as railway net-

works can be supported by citizens’ active actions.

Key words : local railway, central city revitalization, Compact city, urban revitalization,

Citizens’ Activities

*Part-time lecturer of Transport Policy Research Unit, Department of Urban Management, Graduate School of Engi-
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