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Changes of Commercial Location in Local Middle-sized Cities :
Cases about the Cities of the Western Kyushu Region

ISHIKAWA Yuichi*

Many local cities in Japan have experienced population decrease for recent decades, but the subur-
banization of the retail activities of these cities has not ended. As the result the city center degeneration
has become one of the most serious problems for many cities and the center city revitalization became
the most important task to solve.

In this paper the author analyzed the commercial location for the middle-sized city in Japan and con-
cretely analyzed the three cities in the western Kyushu (Sasebo, Saga and Nagasaki). In this case studies
the author examined current urban environment and the land use and commercial development policies.
After the consideration of the current situations and problems, the future tasks are examined for the

middle-sized cities facing the city center revitalization.

Key words : commercial location, local middle-sized city, the Western Kyushu region,

commercial policy, small area statistics
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