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Recent Changes in Single-Family Detached Houses located
at the South End of the Keihanshin Major Metropolitan Area :
A Case Study of Nagamodai, City of Kizugawa, Kyoto Prefecture

KAGAWA Takashi*

This paper addresses the issue of how residential suburbs in the Keihanshin Major Metropolitan Area
are changing, especially those that were first developed between the first “oil shock’ (1973-1974) and
the so-called ‘bubble economy’ in Japan (1988-1990). The study is based on an analysis of subregional
statistics of the National Census and population changes by age cohort. The case study is the district of
Nagomodai, city of Kizugawa, located in the southern end of Kyoto prefecture and in the suburb of the
Keihanshin Major Metropolitan Area. The Nagamodai residential area consists of single-family detached
houses where the first residents moved in during 1981. Recently this neighborhood has displayed
various problems such as aging of the population, a dramatic rise in vacant houses, together with a
sharp decrease in children at the local elementary school. As these issues have been identified in other
suburban districts developed through the same period, the results of the research will be useful for

clarifying problems and their solutions not only in Nagamodai but in similar suburban areas.

Key words : suburban residential areas, aging, problem of vacant houses, Nagamodai,

City of Kizugawa, Keihanshin Major Metropolitan Area
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