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Extension of the Concept of Innovative Milieu :
Conventionalist Approach to Industrial Agglomerations

TATEMI Junya*

This study sought a new theoretical framework in industrial agglomeration studies, which would per-
mit dealing with the complex interaction between humans and the environment. First, we examined the
theory of innovative milieu as a representative debate of institutional approaches to industrial agglom-
eration since the 1990s. The theory underlies knowledge, learning and innovation over time and clarifies
the theoretical standpoints and certain limitations. Second, we showed that reference to the economics of
conventions (I’économie des conventions) extends the concept of innovation milieu to the avoidance of
methodological individualism, consideration of the physical dimension of a milieu (things and space)
and coherent logic articulating between local milieu and innovation (and/or valuation of goods). Such a
theoretical extension could change how industrial agglomerations perform hereafter, especially in metro-
politan areas characterised by the heavy concentration of creative industries. These are industrial ag-
glomerations contributing not only to the economic coordination and collective learning but also to the
valuation of goods. They function as a ‘market device (dispositif)’, making up the fundamental element

for innovation.
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market device (dispositif)
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