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naturally Greek pikrod aspriment

MacCallum Quite wrong. French means: Since you so bitterly 

pursue ingratitude. H. Heuer

unnaturally North Shakespeare

North nature the operative guiding force. the sacred order 

and ultimate appeal. Its negative reverse 

is the “unnatural” as opposed to the value implied in what is called “natural”.’

H. Heuer nature

Coriolanus Comminius Menenius

“wife, mother, child, I know not”  V.ii.80 . Rome

,

But out, affection ! / All bond and 

privilege of nature break ! V. iii. 24-25 affection nature

nature

unnatural

Martius

... and my young boy 

Hath an aspect of intercession which 

Great nature cries, ‘Deny not.’ 

V. iii. 31-33

Coriolanus great nature

Volumnia

unnaturalVolumnia

Do not bid me 

Dismiss my soldiers, or capitulate 

Again with Rome’s mechanics. Tell me not 

Wherein I seem unnatural. 

V. iii. 83-84

naturegreat naturenatural feelings

unnaturalnatural feelings

H. Heuerthe operative guiding forcethe sacred order and 

ultimate appeal

RomeCoriolanus

Menenius

unnatural damunnatural

Shakespearenaturalunnatural

HamletHamlet

“Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.”I. v. 25

ClaudiusMurderHamlet

“Murder most foul, as in the best it is; / But his most foul, strange, and 

unnatural,”I.v.27-28unnaturalBernard Lottunnatural

Unnatural… For Shakespeare’s audience, this word was sharper in its 

meaning and implications than it is today.  To do something ‘unnatural’ was 

ShakespearedramaCoriolanusGreat nature

nature

RomenatureCoriolanusnatureVolumnia

“I would dissemble with my nature….”III.ii.62

policy

Rome

Plutarch‘Now in those dayes, valliantnes was honoured in 

Rome above all other vertues : which they called Virtus, by the name of vertue 

selfe, as including in that general name, all other special vertues besides.  So 

thatVirtus in the Latin, was as muche as valliantnes.’

CoriolanusCorioliCoriolanus

Comminius

It is held 

That valour is the chiefest virtue and 

most dignifies the haver. 

II.ii.83-85

CoriolanusRome

CoriolanusnatureRomenature

CoriolanusnatureVolumnia

VolumniaRome

CoriolanusVolumniaCoriolanus

fame

Virgilia

Then his good report should have been my son, I 

therein would have found issue. 

I. iii. 20-21

Volumniafamegood report

natureRomeRome

VolumniaCoriolanusRome

VolumniaCoriolanusRome

Aufidius

I am glad thou hast set thy mercy and thy honour / At 

difference in thee.V. iii. 200-201

honourmercyRoman 

natureCoriolanushuman natureAufidius

“He bowed his nature”V.vi.25.

CoriolanusnatureRoman naturehuman nature

CoriolanusVolumniaG.R. Hibbard

Nature has triumphed over the monstrous.the 

monstrousRoman naturenature

L.C. Knightswild nature

this unnatural scenePhilip BrockbankKenneth Muir

the ‘scene’ here in the tableau in which the mother unnaturally kneels to her son.

among those who might be supposed to find the scene 

“unnatural” are the gods whose graces Martius imitated under his mother’s 

tutelageMars and Jove.unnatural

MarsJovenatureThe god of 

soldiersMarsCoriolanusnaturewild nature

Philip Brockbank

The effort to be unnatural is... essential to that kind of integrity which 

CorioliComminius

CoriolanusCorioli

The gods begin to mock me: I, that now 

Refus’d most princely gifts, am bound to beg 

Of my lord general. 

I.ix.78-80

mercythis unnatural scene

MacbethnatureL.C. KnightsThere is no vague 

philosophy of nature.natural orderMacbeth

unnaturalMacbethorder

Macbethnatural order

King LearEdmundnaturewild nature

LearnatureShakespeareLear

Cordelia

“a wretch whom Nature is asham’d / Almost t’acknowledge hers.” 

I.i.215-216Learnaturenature

OthelloBrabantioDesdemonaOthello

“in spite of nature”I.iii.97

“against all rules of nature”I.iii.102

Brabantionature

naturesocialized nature

CoriolanusMichael Long

Shakespeare Rome dehumanized or denatured society

Coriolanus Volumnia basic kinds of 

affection nature Shakespeare Volumnia

consulship plebeians affection

unnatural Coriolanus mercy

natural “this unnatural scene”

Rome unnatural society Roman 

nature wild nature Othello socialized nature

King Lear Lear nature mercy the gods

Rome nature natural order
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20 Wales

Belarius

Guiderius Arviragus

O thou goddess, 

Thou divine Nature ; thou thyself thou blazon’st 

In these two princely boys : they are as gentle 

As zephyrs blowing below the violet, 

Not wagging his sweet head ; and yet, as rough, 

Their royal blood enchaf’d  as the rud’st wind 

That by the top doth take the mountain pine 

And make him stoop to th’ vale. ’Tis wonder 

That an invisible instinct should frame them 

To royalty unlearn’d, honour untaught, 

Civility not seen from other, valour 

That wildly grows in them, but yields a crop 

As if it had been sow’d. 

IV. ii. 169-181

Cymbeline Guiderius

birthmark Belarius

This is he, 

Who hath upon him still that natural stamp : 

It was wise Nature’s end, in the donation 

To be his evidence now.

V. v. 366-369

Edgar C. Knowlton nature

nature  Knowlton “Nature and Shakespeare”

optimistic nature

God is good, and so is nature, the divine agent, His agent. Man must follow 

the law of nature, which is the same as the law of reason. 

The Tempest nature

The Winter's Tale

Bohemia Polixenes Sicilia

Perdita

Nature-Art Perdita

“nature’s bastards” IV.iv.83

Polixenes

Perdita

For I have heard it said 

There is an art which, in their piedness, shares 

with great creating nature. 

Fall nature

Polixenes nature-art Murry

Perdita the child of nature Miranda the child of art

The Tempest their true 

selves nature nurture

Murry masque Prospero

Caliban the nature on which 

nurture will never stick.

nature The Tempest Kermode we see that nature 

is not, in The Tempest, defined with the simple-minded clarity of a philosophical 

proposition. nature nature

Shakespeare

King Lear Goneril Regan Lear

Then let them anatomize Regan, see what breeds  

about her heart.  Is there any cause in nature that make  

these hard hearts? 

III.vi.81-82

nature

The Tempest nature Ferdinand

Naples Alonzo

Gonzalo

I’ th’ commonwealth I would by contraries 

Execute all things ; for no kind of traffic 

Would I admit ; no name of magistrate ; 

Letters should not be known ; riches, poverty, 

And use of service, none ; contract, succession, 

Bourn, bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none ; 

No use of metal, corn, or wine, or oil; 

No occupation ; all men idle, all ; 

And women too, but innocent and pure : 

No sovereignty ;

II. i. 143-152

All things in common Nature should produce 

Without sweat or endeavour : treason, felony, 

Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any engine, 

Would I not have ; but Nature should bring forth, 

Of it own kind, all foison, all abundance, 

To feed my innocent people. 

II.i.155-160

themselvesMurry“all of us ourselves, / When 

no man was his own”IV.i.212-213.Gonzalo

not what they were, what they should be.Ariel

Prospero

AlonzoProsperoSebastian

Antonio

AntonioSebastianAlonzo

Prosperoart

ProsperoSebastian

“The devil speaks in him”V. i. 130.

AntonioProspero

You, brother mine, that entertain’d ambition, 

Expelled remorse and nature.   

V. i. 74-76

Sebastian

Antonio

ProsperopessimismProspero

I do forgive thee, / 

Unnatural though thou art.V.i.78-79Prospero

natureunnatural

As You Like ItOliverOrlando

Arden

Orlando“the most 

unnatural ”IV.iii.122Oliverrevenge

kindnessjust occasion

natureOrlando

OrlandonatureOlivernature

As You Like ItThe Tempest

The TempestAntonioProsperounnatural

Antonio

For you, most wicked sir, whom to call brother 

Would even infect my mouth, I do forgive 

Thy rankest fault. 

V.i.130-132

ProsperoAntonio

Ferdinand

MirandaSebastian“A most high 

miracle!”IV.i.177Antonio

Iago

Antonionature

unnaturalKing LearGonerilRegan

Lear“unnatural dealing”III. 

iii. 1-2“unnatural hags”II. 

iv. 276Macbeth MacbethDuncan

“against the use of nature”I. i. 137

Lady Macdeth

“her eyes are open”V. i.23“their sense is 

shut”V. i. 24“a great perturbation in 

nature”V. i. 9

III.iii.34-36

some of youAntonioSebastianAntonio

unnatural

Shakespearethe natural manGrace
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Coriolanus

Coriolanus Coriolanus “this 

unnatural scene” V.iii.184 unnatural

unnatural Coriolanus

Coriolanus Menenius

unnatural

nature nature

Coriolanus

Coriolanus this unnatural scene

Coriolanus Corioli consul

plebeians tribunes

consul

Coriolanus

Volsces Aufidius Rome

Rome Comminius

Coriolanus Menenius Rome

Coriolanus Volumnia

Coriolanus

O mother, mother ! 

What have you done? Behold, the heavens do ope, 

The gods look down and this unnatural scene 

They laugh at. O my mother, mother! O ! 

You have won a happy victory to Rome ; 

But for your son, believe it, O, believe it, 

Most dangerously you have with him prevail’d, 

If not most mortal to him. 

V. iii. 182-189

Coriolanus Plutarch North

 ... oh mother, what have you done to me?  And holding her 

hard by the right hande, oh mother, sayed he, you have wonne a happy victorie 

for your countrie, but mortall and unhappy for your sonne: 

Behold, the heavens do ope, / The gods look down, and this unnatural scene / 

They laugh at. Shakespeare

Hermann Heuer From Plutarch to Shakespeare Coriolanus

nature Plutarch Amyot

North Coriolanus

North unnatural nature natural

Shakespeare And 

Nature so wrought with him, that the tears fell from his eyes, prefering love 

and nature before the malice and calamitie of warres and I maye not deferre to 

see the daye, either that my sonne be led prisoner in triumph by his naturall

country men, or that he him self doe triumphe of them, and of his naturall

countrie. nature No man living is 

more bounde to shewe him self thankefull in all partes and respectes then thy 

selfe: who so unnaturally sheweth all ingratitude.

to act ‘against nature,’ i.e. to break away from the proper order of things in 

the universe like stars moving out of their ‘spheres’.  To be ‘natural’ was 

to have ‘natural’ feelings of kindness and sympathy towards others, and to 

lack these feelings was to be ‘unnatural’.  In this sense the murder of a 

brother is supremely ‘unnatural’.

King LearGonerilReganLear

“unnatural dealings”III.iii.2

Goneril, Regan“unnatural hags” II. iv. 280

Macbethunnaturalnatural order

MacbethunnaturalMacbeth

Duncan

“against the use of nature” I.iii.137

Duncan

Lady Macbeth

“compuctious visitings of nature”I.v.45

Old Man“’Tis 

unnatural.”II.iv.10

DuncanLady Macbeth

“to receive at once the 

benefit of sleep, and do the effects of watching”V. i. 10-13.

“her eyes are open”“their sense is shut”

“a great perturbation in nature”V.i.9

Lady Macbeth

Unnatural deeds / Do breed unnatural troubles”V.i.68-69.this

unnatural scene

H. HeuerBehold, the heavens do ope, / The gods look down, and this 

unnatural scene / They laugh at.a scene of universal, of metaphysical, 

significance.nature

unnatural

Dover WilsonThe whole situation is unnatural : a Roman 

making war on Rome; a mother pleading with her son for mercy; a conqueror 

melted by a woman.E. K. Chambers

Brian Vickers

Leviathan

Maurice Charney

If “unnatural scene” is a theatrical metaphor, it indicates the role 

Coriolanus has just rejected : it was “unnatural” for the defender of Rome 

to be acting as the destroyer of his native city.  There is also a suggestion 

that “unnatural scene” may refer to Coriolanus’ present role of mercy: it is 

“unnatural” for the proud and godlike Coriolanus to be playing this “scene” 

of humble yielding. 

unnatural

unnaturalCoriolanus

natureRomenature

Reuben BrowerMeneniusfable of the Belly and the members of the Body.

To the Elizabethan mind, the state, in more than a modern 

figurative sense, embodies a natural order.natural order

CoriolanusnatureRoman nature

“What he cannot help in his 

nature, you account vice in him”I.i.40-42.Coriolanusnature

the service of the ‘god of soldiers’ demands: Martius had reviled those who 

fled from the Volscians as ‘souls of geese, / That bear the shapes of men’, 

for no yielder can be a man. 

human nature

unnaturalRoman nature

mercyunnaturalKing LearEdmund

nature

Edmundgoddess“Nature” I.ii.1-22

naturehuman naturewild nature

Cordelia“despite of 

mine nature”V.iii.243Edmundnaturewild nature

Coriolanusa man

plebeiansCoriolanusRoman 

natureconsulshipVolumnia

plebeiansCoriolanus

Would you have me / False to my nature?III. ii 14-15

plebeiansnature

Roman nature

Coriolanus

At thy choice then: 

To beg of thee it is my more dishonour 

Than thou of them.  Come all to ruin; let 

Thy mother rather feel thy pride than fear 

Thy dangerous stoutness, for I mock at death 

With as big heart as thou.  Do as thou list. 

Thy valiantness was mine, thou suck’st it from me, 

But owe thy pride thyself. 

Ill. ii. 123-130

Volumnia

affectionnature

Coriolanus

 Come, let us go: 

This fellow had a Volscian to his mother ; 

His wife is in Corioles, and his child 

Like him by chance.  Yet give us our dispatch : 

I am husht until our city be a be fire, 

And then I’ll speak a little. 

V. iii. 177-182

natureVolumnia

MarsCoriolanusRoman naturehuman 

naturemercythe gods

The Tempest

Tillyard Shakespeare’s Last Plays Cymbeline The Winter’s Tale

The Tempest

regeneration

The Tempest

Zimbardon

Our revels now are ended These our actors, 

As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 

Are melted into air, into thin air

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision, 

The cloud-capp’d towers, the gorgeous palaces, 

The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 

Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve, 

And, like this insubstantial pageant faded, 

Leave not a rack behind We are such stuff 

As dreams are made on; and our little life 

Is rounded with a sleep

IV. i. 148-158

epilogue The Last Plays

triumphant harmony

Prospero tells us that they are airy nothing, and as they vanish, he warns, all 

the endeavors of men at creation, palaces, cloud-capped towers, solemn temples 

are doomed to fade away It is significant too that it is the recollection of Caliban, 

the threat of disorder and the coming of chaos, that drives the masque into thin 

air.

Prospero

Caliban

The Tempest pessimism

Caliban

The Tempest The Winter’s Tale

Cymbeline Iago Iachimo

Queen Cloten

The Winter’s Tale Autolycus

The Tempest

nature The Tempest

Cymbeline nature Cymbeline

Belarius Guiderius Arviragus

IV.iv.86-88

Polixenes

Say there be; 

Yet nature is made better by no mean 

But nature makes that mean : so, over that art, 

Which you say adds to nature, is an art 

That nature makes. You see, sweet maid, we marry 

A gentler scion to the wildest stock, 

And make conceive a bark of baser kind 

By bud of nobler race. This is an art 

Which does mend nature change it rather but

The art itself is nature. 

IV. iv. 88-97

the child of nature Perdita great creating nature

art

Polixenes nature art nature

art

Knowlton nature-art Perdita

Shakespeare Polixenes

Polixenes nature art The

Tempest

The Tempest nature Caliban

Prospero The Winter’s Tale Perdita Polixenes

nature art Prospero

Miranda Ferdinand

Caliban

A devil, a born devil, on whose nature 

Nurture can never stick ; on whom my pains, 

Humanely taken, all, all lost, quite lost ; 

And as with age his body uglier grows, 

So his mind cankers. 

IV.i.188-192

Caliban nature Kermode Arden 

Shakespeare nature

Prospero art Providential Nature Grace

Caliban innate character graceless and fallen life

nurture Miranda Prospero Miranda

Miranda nature Caliban nature

nurture education learning The

AntonioSebastianGonzalo

Gonzalo

Antonio

Prospero

Shakespearenatural order

AntonioSebastianevil nature

MilanProsperoAntonio

Miranda

Prospero

NaplesAlonzoSebastionAntonio

Prospero

ArielProspero

His= Gonzalo tears runs down his beard, like winter’s drops 

From eaves of reeds. Your charm so strongly works ’em, 

That if you now beheld them, your affections 

Would become tender. 

V. i. 16-19

Prospero“Dost thou 

think so?”V.i.19Ariel

“Mine would, sir, were I human.”V.i.20Prospero

 And mine shall. 

Hast thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 

Of their afflictions, and shall not myself, 

One of their kind, that relish all as sharply 

Passion as they, be kindlier mov’d than thou art? 

Though with their high wrongs I am struck to th’ quick, 

Yet with my nobler reason ’gainst my fury 

Do I take part: the rarer action is 

In virtue than in vengeance : they being penitent, 

The sole drift of my purpose doth extend 

Not a frown further. Go release them, Ariel : 

My charms I’ll break, their senses I'll restore. 

And they shall be themselves. 

V.i.20-32

“unnatural deeds / Do breed unnatural troubles.”V. i. 68-69

HamletClaudius“foul and 

most unnatural murder”I.v.25“most foul, strange, 

and unnatural”I. v. 28AntonioSebastianClaudius

OthelloOthello

Desdemona

“That death’s unnatural that kills for loving”V. ii. 42.

nature unnaturalShakespeare

MirandaAlonzo

“How beauteous mankind is !  Brave 

new world”IV.i.183

Prospero“It's new to 

thee”IV.i.184.Prosperowhite magicart

Anne 

BartonProsperoart

What his art cannot do is the thing which ultimately matters most ; he can 

never change the nature and inclinations of the human heart.... He has no way of 

forcing the men who plot against him to be good. Caliban cannot be civilized or 

made grateful. 

art

Caliban

CymbelineThe Winter’s Tale

The TempestProspero

artCalibannatureAntonionature

Antonio

Caliban“seek for 

grace”V. i. 295

The TempestpessimismShakespeare

King LearThe Tempest

LearPoor TomEdgar

Death, traitor ! nothing could have subdu’d nature / To such a lowness but his 

unkind daughters.II. iv. 70-71ruined piece of nature

abused natureLear

“one daughter, / Who 

redeems nature from the general curse /Which twain have twain have brought 

her to.”IV.vi.210-212

KermodeCalibanthe natural man

 ProsperobanquetAlonzo

Gonzalo

For, certes, these are people of the island,

Who, though they are of monstrous shape, yet, note, 

Their manners are more gentle, kind, than of 

Our human generation you shall find 

Many, nay, almost any. 

III. iii. 30-34

Prospero

Honest lord, 

Thou hast said well ; for some of you there present 

Are worse than devils. 

Shakespeare Shakespeare nature of 

Nature Ted Hughes

Bradshaw Shakespeare’s Scepticism nature

nature natura natura

physis natura kind

physis natura nature Shakespeare

nature

nature

Shakespeare
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