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Formation and implementation of the Jasak Lama system
in the early Qing period

IKEJIRI Yoko

This paper clarifies how the Qing administrative system for Tibetan Buddhist
monks, called the Jasak Lama system, was formed and implemented during the
early Qing period.

Jasak Lama (Man. jasak i lama) is a professional rank established by the Qing
dynasty among Tibetan Buddhist monks. Jasak means ‘administrator’ in Mongolian
(Mon. jasay), and had also been used to refer to the head of the Mongol banner
during that period.

To administrate the Tibetan Buddhist community and their activities in the
Qing dynasty, the Jasak Lama system was generally applied to the Tibetan
Buddhist monks staying inside the Qing territory. Preceding studies have pointed
out that this system was introduced in four main areas during the Shun-zhi era
(1643-1661), Beijing, Mukden, Hohhot, and Hure Banner, before being spread to
other places. However, this paper clarifies that administrator court lamas had
already been evidenced during the Hontaiji era (1626-1643), and it can be regarded
of as the initial step of the Jasak Lama system.

This paper also clarifies that the Qing dynasty adopted an “inner and outer two
Kuren (*a Manchurian term that means ‘house’) structure” in its earliest stages.
Subsequently, after the Qing's conquest of Beijing, the Qing dynasty extended the Jasak
Lama system’s coverage along with the expansion of the Qing’s territory, and eventually
adopted a ‘multi-Kuren structure’.

This paper proves that the monks who played a leading role in the Jasak Lama
system and took active roles in Qing dynasty policies concerning Tibetan Buddhism in
the early period had an intricate relationship with some monasteries of the Bsam-blo
group in the eastern part of the Amdo area. As such, the valuable activities of the
eastern Amdo monks as forerunners laid the foundation for the Jasak Lama system in
the Qing dynasty.

F—7—F &5 (the Qing Dynasty). 7N\ MLEF: (Tibetan Buddhist
monasteries). FLEES@MiHIE (the Jasak Lama system). 7 L —4Kil]
(Kuren structure)
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