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Self as Social Construction Revealed by Verbal Reports:
An Experimental Study

Tatsuya KIMURA, Koichi NISHIDA and Iwao YOKUDA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal new aspects of "self." We consider "self' as dynamic
and socially constructive. From this viewpoint, the representation of self is based on an under-
standing what kind of situation we are in. To examine this hypothesis, an experiment was con-
ducted, in which informants were asked to explain their self - what kind of person they want to be
understood as - in two different situations by writing essays. These essays addresed the follow-
ing three points: 1) when informants pay attention the asymmetric relations in their situation,
they tend to present appealing aspects of self, 2) when informants regard symmetric relations as
important in their situation, they tend to present affiliative aspects of self, and 3) when informants
are interested in increased friendship with particular persons, they tend to disclose negative as-
pects of self.
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%, TAXVEOBHE, BAOBRIBELIEFLADDOTIERL, §XT<F (mana) &\
IBERMENICEI o THEILMLEBDLRIONTVS, T FIMEAYE T N 2E S THIC
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DHEEEDE ) ZDBDE LTRRBZDPDOERELTEENTVEDTRZWVES D B,
COTLEHDPDDO, FHARTIIERN 2 HELBRLZ, ERTIR, W O»DHH
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ZIRETWT, $hLALEEZLATLLID?
HRIVF—FEZRT VWA EZ —DRBUPELTT IV,
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LEBE T o770 DETOHHZFITRREANDEKRDIT 2 KD BEMICIE [HRADBIRL
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Table 3-1 #14 (218 %i%) OBE 1 ICHT 5EH% S L HEHREA
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[EETIR)] RELEFERANTRE, ETOREZ LW S L 2HRCEICBYTET
BV ZEDRKEELN)ZETT,
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[EETIR] L0HAY,. BECHFORELZER DN —FLDOT, HAOHRL LS
WMEF, LoLlrih) (AF20ic) BEETEEL R THERBICOVWTHET 5.,
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LDHIZTHOULEVIDORIET A v EFYOOHFERETVL LV ERoTY
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