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Visualization of the Osaka Historical Landscapes
using 3D Computer Graphics

—Reconstruction of the Dotonbori Area and the Five Theaters—
Takefumi HAYASHI Mai FUJIOKA Keiji GOHARA

Abstract

The Dotonbori area in Osaka has been a cultural center for classical plays such as Kabuki
and Joruri since the Edo period and continuing through the Meiji, Taisho and Showa periods.
Although the area had been destructed several times to fires and bombing raids during World War
II, it was reconstructed persistently during the past 400 years. However, it became a huge nightlife
district with many restaurants, bars, and entertainment venues coming up in the middle of the Showa
period, and almost none of the landscapes have survived into the current Heisei period. In this
research, we have reconstructed the historical landscape, particularly, the historical theaters called

“The Five Dotonbori Theaters”, using 3D computer graphics on the basis of historical research to

establish a digital archive of Osaka landscapes.

Key words: visualization using 3D computer graphics, modern history of Osaka, the five Dotonbori

theaters, digital archive
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