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Sterne himself eventually decided that he had been unfair. The laughter at lawyers and dignitaries in
Tristram Shandy stops after Volume IV, which appeared in January 1761, only two years after the
Romance. In December of that year, when he was preparing to go abroad, Sterne wrote a note to his wife
in which he asked her not to republish A Political Romance after his death : “I have hung up Dr Topham,

(=)
in the Romance——in a ridiculous light——w¢®* upon my Soul I now doubt, whether he deserves it.”
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given A full Detail of some very extraovdinary Behaviour of his, in velation to his Denial of a Promise

made by him to Dy. TOPHAM. York : Printed in the year MDCCLVIIL.
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N Dr. John FountayneQ+Q : An ANSWER To A LETTER Address’d to the DEAN of YORK, In the
NAME of Dr. TOPHAM. York : sold by Thomas Atkinson, Bookseller in the Minster-yard. MDCCLVII.
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@ Dr. TophamQ-»Q (no sign): A REPLY TO THE ANSWER TO A LETTER Lately addressed to the
DEAN OF YORK. York : Printed in the year MDCCLIX.
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X Dr. John Fountayne

Dr. Francis Topham

(the Dean of York)

(Church lawyer)

¥ Sterne

(the Archbishop of York)

Dr. Hutton—1751.
Dr. John Gilbert—1757.

*place ; the Chapter House and the Minster Yard, York

John

X

Trim

(Parish-Clerk)

(Sexton & Dog-Whipper)

¥ Lorry Slim

an unlucky Wight

the late parson
the parson

*place; a country parish
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“Yes, certainly, the sun shines and the park looks very cheerful. But unluckily that iron gate, that ha-ha,

give me a feeling of restraint and hardship. I cannot get out, as the starling said.” (&= D N\ B §HD)
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