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Examination of the view of family-based care in the promotion of
alternative care policies :
based on criticism from family sociology

Takuya Takeishi, Fumiharu Yamagata

Abstract

This study presents arguments on the direction of the expansion of family-based care in Japan,
upon summarizing the differences in claims between the child welfare and family sociology fields on
children in alternative care placement.

In recent years, alternative care in Japan has undergone drastic reforms due to the influence of
international trends.

In particular, Japan has decided to expand family-based care as a national policy, including its
expansion in the promotion of placements with foster parents and the downsizing of care facilities,
based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Conversely, several family sociologists point out the structural and normative issues that exist in
the trend toward family-based care.

They present some concerns for expanding family-based care based on the knowledge of ““modern

family theory,” a major paradigm in family sociology since the 1980s. The most important issue is the

»» »»

“familyism/ parent-and-child principle”’as part of the knowledge of ““modern family theory.
According to the family sociologists, the relativization of the trend toward family-based care
brings to light the fact that the absolute approach to family-based care may mask the risks and troubles
of home care.
To position family-based care not only as a system to ensure the best interests of children, but also
at the core of alternative care, it is necessary to end the confrontational debate on ““family-based care

»

versus residential care” and address the various challenges of family-based care.

Key words: family-based care, modern family theory, attachment relationship with a specific adult,

permanency



