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The Retro Thought in the Theory of Seal Cutting since Song
and Yuan Dynasties and It’s Spreading in Japan

—Focusing on the Xwuegubian—

KANG Jiaqi

The retro thought of the theories of seal cutting since Song and Yuan Dynasties of
China is one of the most important theoretical origins. This theoretical origin refers to the
theoretical system of the theory of seal cutting in ancient China and the practice of the
creation of seal cutting. This paper will expound two points which are the producing and
spreading of the retro thought, and the key point is the spreading in Edo Japan. First, the
retro thought was produced in Yuan dynasty, and became much more maturer during the
Qing dynasty. Then,focusing on the trade of Nagasaki in Edo period, exploring the
spreading of the Xuegubian in Japan. Last, contrasting the versions between the Japan
block-printed edition and the version of Xwejintaoyuan.
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