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Kan Chazan’s contact with literati during his study tour in Kyoto

—concentrate on the transformation of poetic style

LI Xiaoyu

The poet Kan Chazan (1748-1827) was born in the heyday of the Chinese
literature in the Edo period. He went to Kyoto for study six times in his youth. During his
study tours in Kyoto, he met and interacted with many literati and scholars, and left
abundant materials of epistles and poems. His poetic style greatly influenced by his
friends. Especially in the last two study tours, Kan Chazan studied Shushigaku under
Naba Rodo and gradually changed his poetic style. And the association of Rai Shunsui
(1746-1816) and poets of Naniwa Kontonsha brought him more inspiration of Chinese
poetry and the integration of Bunjin thoughts. In this paper, through the investigation of
the poetry collection of Kan Chazan’s Koyosekiyo-sonsha Shi, the letters between him and
Rai Sanyo, and the diary of himself Dain: hokujo nikki, I will find out that how does his
social behavior affect his poetic style during his study tours in Kyoto, and analyze reasons
of his poetic style’s transformation which from Kobunjigaku to the style of Song poetry.
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