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An overview of Liu Yuan’s Confucian classic annotation
and an analysis of the principles of interpreting classics

DAI Senyu

The Qing Confucian’s annotation, either advocated Han Confucianism, or followed
Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi, also have others who like to stand on their own and reject others’
annotation. However, there are few Confucian of them who’s statement is not only based
on solid evidence, but also those opinions unrevealed by senior scholars. Liu Yuan can be
one of them. This article takes the history of Confucian classics and the history of
thought as the background, and starts with the analysis of Liu Yuan’s main Confucian
Classical works of interpretation, “the plain annotation to the Thirteen Classics”. By
re-discussing the relationship between the Han school and the Song school which both in
Qing Confucian classics, we can find that the value and significance of Liu Yuan’s view of
Confucian classic in the history of Confucian classics. And according to it, we can discuss
deeply Liu Yuan’s “Judging hundreds of annotations by the Dao of the sage” and the two
important concepts behind it.
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