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The Hermeneutics of Chinese Classics in Jinsai, Sorai, and Nakamoto

INOUE Katsuhito

Over the course of the 17" century, the methodology of interpretation of Chinese
classical texts reached a pinnacle of sophistication, thanks to two great thinkers: Itoh
Jinsai (1627-1705) and Ogyu Sorai (1666-1728). They rejected the contemporary
mainstream thinking of shushi gakwu, which followed the doctrines of Zhu Xi, the
influential Chinese neo-Confucian of the 12™ century.

Having read the Anatects of Confucius again and again, Jinsai understood its
doctrines clearly. He also pointed out that the Dazgaku was not the testament of Kong Zi.
He called his methodology Kogigaku.

Sorai recommended reading the original classical texts directly, rather than
through the intermediary Japanese, in order to capture the thinking of the old Chinese
sages. He called this approach Kobunji gaku. He stressed the importance of confronting
classical texts without the bias of prejudices formed in later times by other interpreters.

However, in thel8™ century, Tominaga Nakamoto (1715-1746), did not accord the
Classical textbooks absolute priority, but expounded them critically.

Keyword: hermeneutics, Jinsai ITO, Sorai OGYU, Nakamoto TOMINAGA, modern
critical thinking
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