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Reconsideration of Zhuxi’s Thought Focusing
on “Sangang Wuchang’, Three Bonds and Five Constant Virtues

AZUMA Juji

The concept of “Three bonds and Five rules (San gang Wu chang)” is often
criticized in modern society as one of the greatest evils of Confucianism or Zhwuxi's
thought. In particular, “Three bonds” has been thought to make ruler a rope for subject,
father a rope for child, and husband a rope for wife.” This interpretation that the
subordinates must “subject absolutely” to the superior is now widely seen and it seems to
have been a common view in East Asia.

However, after carefully reviewing the materials, we can see “Three bonds and
Five Constant virtues” was not such an authoritative and repressive teaching. In this
paper I would like to reexamine the meaning of “Three bonds and Five Constant virtues”
and reconsider the traditional meaning of Zhux:'s thought.
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