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An approach to the behavior of “looking-for-something” (Part 4):

A study of the use of magic to search for missing objects

Toshiji SASAKI

Abstract
In order to study the use of magic (jyvujyutsu, in Japanese) to search for missing objects, 41 types of
magical ceremonies were collected from 30 internet-sites. The procedures of these magical ceremonies
were analyzed and classified along two dimensions, namely, the use of speaking and the use of
instruments. This two-dimensional classification was useful to understand the features of magical
ceremonies. Finally, the significance of psychological study of the use of magic is discussed.

Keywords: search for missing object, use of magic, magical ceremony, use of speaking, use of instrument,
psychological study of magic use.
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