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Globalization of Cultural Property Protection and
Categorization of Local Cultural Property

—The Impact of the Ratification of Japan's World Heritage Convention

Mayumi YUKIMURA

Abstract

Since the formation of the modern state, the cultural products of each country have been protected
as cultural properties by either domestic laws or nations' respective customs frameworks. The purpose of
this paper is to examine how they change as a result of international cultural property protection
systems, such as the World Heritage Convention, as well as what impact the participation of new ratifying
countries will have on the World Heritage Convention itself. To that end, Section 2 considers the process
of Japan's ratification of this convention, analyzing the minutes of the Diet. Next, Section 3 considers the
process leading to the “Nara Conference,” where discussions regarding the authenticity of “wooden
architecture” were held immediately after Japan ratified the World Heritage Convention, as well as
discussions regarding the interpretation of the authenticity of cultural properties. Section 4 analyzes the
process by which Hiroshima's atomic bomb dome is inscribed as a World Heritage Site, while also
showing the changes in cultural property protection administration that have taken place in Japan.
Finally, Section 5 analyzes the process of the campaign to nominate the former Shizutani School as a
World Heritage site, while also clarifying the actual situation regarding how the category change of
cultural assets is promoted strategically. Based on the results, it became clear that the institutionalization
of international cultural property protection encourages exchanges with other cultures as an inevitable
consequence of the changes in the value standards of each culture.
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