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The Smiling Portrait of Kimura Kenkado:

Questions, Issues and Hypotheses of Kenkado Studies

NAKATANI Nobuo

The Portrait of Kimura Kenkado (owned by Osaka Prefectural Board of
Education) was painted by TANI Buncho (1763-1841) in 1802. The grinning expression
of KIMURA Kenkado (1736-1802) in the painting is unusual among East Asian portraits
before the nineteenth century. The main questions addressed in this paper are: 1) the
issue of the forgery of Kenkado’s paintings, especially of his mid-career works, 2) the
influence of ITO Jakuchu on the shifting style of Kenkado, and 3) the question of why
Kenkado’s later paintings adopted a more realistic mode of representation. Lastly, this
paper will suggest the possibility that Kenkado’s bereaved family specifically requested
Buncho to paint the portrait of Kenkado with a smile. It is also argued that Buncho, as a
close acquaintance and admirer of Kenkado, painted the portrait with a similar intent to
his family.

Keyword: KIMURA Kenkado, TANI Buncho, ITO Jakuchu, Nagasaki Painting School
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