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The Naive Theory of Present Self : The Investigation of
Rating Values of the Self—generated Item

Masayuki Shirakawa and Hiroyuki Kanashiki

The purpose of this study was to clarify what the naive theory of present self is
and how it has been constructed. The naive theory of present self was investigated
by analyzing rating values of the self-generated item. Three hundred and twenty
subjects described the desirable and undesirable characteristics of present self
respectively, and generated past events attributed to them and future events predicted
by them. Then the subjects rated on five pointing scale four dimensions about the
generated events ; the degree of attribution of luck, attribution of self, possibility of
reappearrance, and benefits to self. The results revealed that (1) the events generated
from the desirable characteristics were attributed to luck and the events generated
from the undesirable ones were attributed to self, (2) the future events generated
from the desirable characteristics will be repeated, (3) the events generated from the
undesirable characteristics will cause disadvantages to self. Finally the effectiveness
of this approach was discussed in terms of being able to understand objectively
subjective aspect of individuals. A
Key words : naive theory, present self, desirable and undesirable characteristics of

self, self—generated item
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