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A Rough Sketch on Cultural Dynamics of Modern Japanese Foodways:

Presurvey from a Point of View upon Marginal Foods

Takeshi KUMANO

Abstract

Based on approaches and analyses through marginal foods and social groups by Wilk (2012) and Finnis
(2012), I shall attempt to summerize main points of their arguments, especially the former who
concerned with Bourdieu's studies of tastes (1984], in order to develop some ideas to apply them into
Japanese society in this paper.

Wilk focused upon tastes and distastes, likes or dislikes of 28 selected foods, and made them into 4
cells of matrix (orthodox, heterodox, doxa and indifference) to explain Belize societies, Central America;
Mestizo, Creole, indigenous peoples, urban or rural inhabitants but they are all newly independent
nationals as well.

The situations and divisions of ethnic groups in Belize are totally different from so called homogeneous
Japanese society. Since the latter seems to have more cultural diversities influenced by globalization,
sometimes renders chaotic situations of foodways in it, there are some difficulties to select specific foods
for an enquiry so that I orally asked students attended to one of classes in Kansai University as a
presurvey to write down names which foods they think of as high cuisine (Gochisou), ordinary foods or
marginal ones for them without no limits or conditions.

Cultural diversities of foods and its practices surrounding around modern Japanese are shown at first
from the result of students’ tastes or distastes mentioned above. There are still too many problems to
make a new adequite research plan now; the series of 3 categories must be included into 4 cells as Wilk
did, some foods may be categorized into orthodox that might begin to become heterodox or decrease
cultural value, otherwise, doxa or indifference at last. If possible, I would like to nominate some typical
foods for sets of choices so as to prepare in conducting a new research work in near future.

Key Words: Cultural Dynamics, foodways, marginal foods, tastes and distastes of foods.
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