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Aoki Shigeru’s Landscape Painting
in Japanese Modern Oil Painting

TAKAHASHI Saki

Aoki Shigeru (1882-1911), the Meiji-period Western-style artist, changed his
style after his painting Paradise under the Sea (1907). Specifically, in his latter
works, he selected realistic nature and people as subjects rather than history or
myths that require imagination, and he used calm brush strokes that were distinct
from his previous strokes. However, Aoki painted landscapes through almost his
entire career and not just in the latter period. There are considerable evaluations of
some of his landscape paintings, and commentaries and evaluations have already
been made in the previous studies. However, there has been little commentary on
his smaller works and sketches, and they have never been mentioned in a collective
form. Therefore, in this paper, after summarizing the previous evaluation on Aoki’s
sketches, the author analyzed characteristic features of Aoki’s landscape painting
in three periods: the first term (1882-1903), the middle term (1904-1907), and the
late term (1908-1911). Additionally, I will also refer to the influences of Aoki’s

imagination on his landscape paintings.

F—17—F : HA% (Aoki Shigeru). AR (Landscape painting). HAVTCHEM]
(Japanese Modern oil painting). & (Meiji period)
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