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I am impelled to do so by a recent
conversation with one of the cleverest
students that I ever had, who acknowledged
his total inability to understand some of
the commonest facts in Western life,-all
those facts relating, directly or indirectly, to
the position of woman in Western

literature as reflecting Western life.12
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Of course, the simple explanation of
the fact is that marriage is the most
important act of man’s life in Europe or
America, and that everything depends
upon it. It is quite different on this side of

the world. But the simple explanation of
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the difference is not enough. There are many
things to be explained. Why should not only
the novel writers but all the poets make love

the principal subject of their work?13
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For example, the English public wants

novels about love, but the love must be the



love of a girl who is to become somebody’s
wife. The rule in the English novel is to
describe the pains, fears, and struggles of
the period before marriage-the contest in
the world for the right of marriage.A man
must not write a novel about any other

point of love.14
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The difficulty may, I think, be met by
remembering the extraordinary character
of the mental phenomena which manifest
themselves in the time of passion. There is
during that time a strange illusion, an
illusion so wonderful that it has engaged
the attention of great philosophers for
thousands of years; Plato, you know, tried
to explain it in a very famous theory.I mean
the illusion that seems to charm, or rather,
actually does charm the senses of a man at
a certain time. To his eye a certain face has

suddenly become the most beautiful object

B R R EAEMIE E9%5 201843 4

in the world.To his ears the accents of one
voice become the sweetest of all music.
Reason has nothing to do with this, and
reason has no power against the enchantment.
Out of Nature’s mystery, somehow or other,
this strange magic suddenly illuminates
the senses of a man; then vanishes again,
as noiselessly as it came.It is a very ghostly
thing, and can not be explained by any theory
not of a very ghostly kind. Even Herbert
Spencer has devoted his reasoning to a new
theory about it. I need not go further in this
particular than to tell you that in a certain
way passion is now thought to have
something to do with other lives than the
present; in short, it is a kind of organic
memory of relations that existed in
thousands and tens of thousands of former
states of being. Right or wrong though the
theories may be, this mysterious moment
of love, the period of this illusion, is
properly the subject of high poetry, simply
because it is the most beautiful and the
most wonderful experience of a human
life.15
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