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Dong Qichang and Japanese Calligraphers

GAO Huijing

Abstract

Largely due to the Nakasaki trade between China and Japan, many Chinese
paintings and calligraphy works and rubbings found their way to Japan during
the Edo Period. Among these works were a large number created by the late
Ming Dynasty’s calligraphers, such as Dong Qichang and Wang Duo, who not
only broke though the ancient style but also advocated new techniques and
romantic styles in calligraphic representation.

This paper focuses on Nagai Todé and lke no Taiga, both of whom learned
directly from Dong Qichang, as well as laying the foundations of the epidemic
stage, they also became pioneers of the Karay6 style. Thus, this paper attempts
to analyze the interaction between Dong Qichang and the Japanese calligraphers
from an analysis based on their works and records; in particular, the techniques
of perspective and the characteristics of form will be looked at. Through this
approach, it is possible to suggest that the Japanese calligraphers were influenced
by Dong Qichang, and will additionally attempt to look at the resultant evolution
and development of this form.
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