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A Review of the Secondary Literature on the Iwakura Mission
and the Burlingame Mission

HUANG Yi

Abstract

Japanese research on the Iwakura Mission can be divided into two stages,
namely that of pre and post Second World War. The work of the pre-war
period focused on the two fields of diplomatic and economic history. The
post-war period has shown much more diversification and internationalization,
especially in the field of comparative history of thought and cultures.

Research into the Burlingame Mission to the late Qing China began in the
United States, and also included the results of Japanese scholars. Research into
the history of China-US relations undertaken in the People’s Republic of China
have also born fruit. Chinese scholars have made achievements building upon the
work of their American counterparts. Recently a new “shared history” approach,
aimed at reinterpreting the history of China-US relations has attempted to
provide a completely new and transnational historical approach to the study of
the Burlingame Mission.

This paper will investigate the various secondary literature on both the
Iwakura and Burlingame Missions in order to understand the historical

development of research in this area.
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‘Tt was he who first declared abroad the necessity of assisting China to find herself,
and of elevating the diplomacy of Western powers in Asia to something higher than
securing for their traders the largest possible advantages in a secular struggle for
profits. He recognised, what the merchants themselves could not comprehend, that
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. . . 43)»
moment of aberration, to become a derelict among nations. &
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“But now that the antagonisms of the past are allayed he should be returned to our
Knowledge and his purpose of peace and goodwill, his lofty principle of forbearance,

and his method of persevering suavity appreciated.A‘A‘)"

43) HitBE 7. B3 (Preface). VII — VIII H,
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