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A Review of Cultural Interaction between Japan and Germany
in the Edo Period

HUANG Yi

Abstract

It is generally considered that the eastward expansion of German influence
in Japan began in the Edo period. The Japanese first became aware of Germany
through the introduction of Rangaku studies (“Dutch Learning”). At that time,
German doctors, through their exchange with their Japanese counterparts,
popularized the accomplishments of western medicine that had been developing
since the European Renaissance. The Japanese who studied Dutch learning in
order to learn western medicine, may have also been exposed to the German
language through Dutch language texts. Dutch Learning in the Edo Period not
only promoted the development of modern western medicine in Japan at the
time, but also laid the foundations for the introduction of German science during
the Bakumatsu and early Meiji periods.

This paper discusses the early process of cultural interaction between Japan
and Germany in the Edo Period based on Dutch Learning, in order to

demonstrate the influence of German scholarship on the modernization of Japan.
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