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Two Perspectives on Korean Ceramics in the Modern Period
Comparing Yanagi Muneyoshi and Okuda Seiichi

Sujung BAE

Abstract

Yanagi Muneyoshi(1889—1961) and Okuda Seiichi (1883 —1955) embody two
representative ideas on Japanese arts and crafts in modern times. Okuda and
Saikoukai advocated a new method of appreciating ceramics based on Chinese
ceramics. According to Okuda’s view, Korean ceramics are merely seen as an
aid in understanding Japanese folk arts and crafts. Opposed to this view, Yanagi
developed a new as yet untried theory. Yanagi insisted that the core of the
aesthetic sense of Minge: (folk arts) can be found through “intuition”. We can
define these two opposing perspectives of Okuda and Yanagi as “modern

aesthetic sense” and “universal aesthetic sense”.
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