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On the “Artistic Will” and the Fujiwara Period
Focusing on Minamoto Toyomune’s View of Art History

SHI Yan

Abstract

The Japanese art historian Minamoto Toyomune (1895-2001), proposed “the
aesthetics of autumn flowers” (ekikusa no bigaku) as being a unique characteristic
of Japanese art.

After researching each era of art history since the Fujiwara period, Minamoto
came to regard the motif of “Autumn Flowers” as a representational symbol of
the Japanese aesthetic sense throughout art history.

In order to elucidate Minamoto’s “aesthetics of autumn flowers”, this paper
will attempt to clarify the reason why Minamoto regarded the Fujiwara period
as the beginning of Japanese art. This will be done by analyzing “the artistic
will” in order to see if there is any possible relation with Minamoto’s decision to

regard the Fujiwara period as the departure point for Japanese art.
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