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Lafcadio Hearn“Myths and Worship of China”
—Chinese mythology in Mardi Gras 1885—

CHENG Chihwel

This essay focuses on the “Myths and Worship of China” article that Lafcadio
Hearn written for The Times-Democrat in Feb 17, 1885, when he was living in New
Orleans, Louisiana. I have translated this article first time, and do a study about it. Then I
found out that “Myths and Worship of China” is actually a description for the Mardi Gras
float drawings, which had been publish with 1885’s Carnival bulletins. He descripted all
the 18 float and designs, all of them is about Chinese mythology, with quote a lot of
Chinese classic literary work. But as we known, Lafcadio Hearn couldn’t read in Chinese,
and he never been to China. Then, what kind of book he actually consulted?

In this essay, I explained the background about “Myths and Worship of China”. And
I also do a research about this article, find out the literary Lafcadio Hearn consulted when
he writing about the following subject in “Myths and Worship of China”: POUAN-KOU,
NIU-VA, and TOWER OF FO KIEN.

keywords : Lafcadio Hearn, China, Myths, Mardi Gras.
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#F5ClE "Hououfong” TH A RMEDIEF IZE Ve DEZFED ., HEARWIIN— VT ZOFEEEZSEICL
TWHEFRD. 77 Y AKDZOFEOBPE TDF THFHICHRL. 4 7 A NI 2 FBCHFE
o722 EHHEET & b0 GPauthier I22WT, HEDS HRIZBW T, AT D 2wy, TUEL
B &R A OFEEZ RN 7 7 Y AGBIRLERZEFETH L, N— Y DEFOHFIZIE, D
RU7: TR o7z,

2. TOWER OF FO KIEN {82 MiE

[HEOMEE L 229F ] O=FHIC, MR P LB T, UV 7 VAREAY - MEOEIH T 25 (F-
5)% o NAOEZTFEND S R THEMIFOEYOREL > TVD L) THE, N—VIZUTDLH
2. FTHOBEELHHE L, REIEONBIAHE L7,

HEIOEMIZL B &, UL o ABOBFITNZEES N, Ko 2FIEADIZFIT LN, T %N
DOFEIZAN., NBETOEIZNE 5o FERILEIEE LT RNTOETEILALNEZD L)
R¥E. B3 (Chine) LIFIENZ. HEOBIIFICH L TiE% <. MIE. EHE. AMAE. /U
BrE2EIEnBrH L. MEIZ, A - K- B, TLEHOMEOELLRED L HIZ, BisT
BHEINTWE, FEOTERZENUIEZMW 2O IZO0 TR, ERBIXKRD & 9 IZBUERIZ

30) Williams, S. Wells. (1883). Middle Kingdom=H[E# 77 : a survey of the geography, government, literature, social
life, arts, and history of the Chinese empirve and its inhabitants, Volume 2.

31) [E29, 138~139_—,

32) Guillaume Pauthier (1801~1873), 7 7 ¥ A#EFK,

33) G. Pauthier. (1840). Les livres sacrés de I'Orient traduits ou revus et publiés.

34) Chefs-d’oeuvre littéraires de I'Inde, de la Perse, de I'Egypte et de la Chine. - Paris : Maisonneuve, 1872. Contents:-
Tome 11: Chi-King, ou, Livre desvers / par G. Pauthier.

35) [AE22,
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X 5

FES L7 [BICBR LiFs 8, BORBIIRIIHL LIRS ZDOL Y DI F A)Vida Lk
BOWEIDEL L, BOKBIZUTo KGO E S LT, 2ONBUIIERLZILO & 5 124
ERICEC] (i) —FERN 28 fREA (Fo kien) I2& 5, ZHUIIEET, NATEO
BETHD, TIIIANEEM S, EMIWHFTEDODN VL, BFEOLREICIE, REAOME
EBHOWD > T Do FPIZIZZTNENDOAH TIPTS5, BUFHENL 720N —F=—Z21ED
9o 7 —DHEIIIKRE L EFHOMEI > TV 5,

Chine IZBOERDH ) . Bk [F2WH5H] L) MaeeE 2. [F%] LR 72, [Fo kien] &
W) R LT, "= v DO “CHINA: PICTORIAL, DESCEIPTIVE, AND HISTORICAL. %
T, [HROERREL] L) I, [Fokien =R | PR TE b2 H b, ZOFEEHIZL, &
HIBOEHEIFT L, UTOLIIZHELTH D,

The pagoda is the most elegant structure of the kind that has hitherto been met with by
Europeans in China, and takes its name from the tiles of white porcelain with which the solid
brickwork of the building is covered, every tile being cast in a mould, with an indenture in the
shape of a half cross, the bricks having a projecting piece of a similar form, which fits into the
cavity. The tower consists of nine stories, and is remarkable for its correct proportions. Its
form is octagonal, the angles being marked on each side by a row of tiles, red and green placed
alternately. A light balustrade of green porcelain runs round each story, at every comer of
which hangs a bell. The staircase is within the wall, and communicates with every floor. Each
story forms a room with a painted roof, and contains a number of idols placed, in niches; and
each room has four windows, placed towards the four cardinal points. There are priests

attached to this pagoda, to keep it in good order, and to see that it is illuminated at all

36) Henry G. Bohn. (1853). China: pictorial, descriptive, and historical, with some account of Ava and the Burmese,

Swam, and Anam, with nearly one hundred illustrations.
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festivals, the expenses being paid by the contributions of those who bestow money for such

purposes, in the hope of propitiating the deities.

COEFIEIN— Y OFRFATOWMB L% ) —F LTS, fiXE A& 2 TP NI R RIAL
BELTWDEW) o N=VIILEDOFFT, [ TRETONIHEEOE] IZE R L7z, 22 ThH—rid
EBRZODEDZ L B BRTWVE, —DRZFOEEEMET (R 28K S8 [HOHEOH
G ThHDH, bH)—DOIF [WEOHIRIIFEZELDE] Thb, TR, B CMEOWHEDM T,
Wk C—FAE L a8 & v )ik, OB TETONZ, BEREFORIEE L7k ve —AA—EIZH
AN T v FHA v N Johan Nieuhof (1618-1672) 2L - T, I—1 v /NI E &
DICFELCHEE SN TV B, LHUITHRKT, AIRCO BRI DOERIZEA L, I FELIpHHMbNL 2 &
(2o 7o EEECTH - 7257, iy (G 6)% 02T, BMEEFOmBEEIL, RO LA L T
MTERIZEELVEBRBESN, ZOREE—FIKTEDS > Twoiz, HEDOFHEALDL, ZDEIC
DVTHADOFEAINEL 720

Paoriwx PAGODE .

X 6

DX HHHEOREE, — AL — FOBEORBEFEHUTH L, e, BRI — /=4,
RKEPREOED L THIE I N/ o KPREDOZ L%, BFIERLLIEDHILN—20 5, TDE
DREEINIZZ LB H-> TV 2T THD. Lo THFEOHEDOHPL, MR ZH T8 EZ 6N
%o

FEEEZ L BEEORIMNIL, N— 0 [PEOWMEE L EE] —COmORE LEERDEDNDH 5.

37) FEEHEMHL (2014) [P 271 v b - T—7 14 T [RER0OF 11,

38) Johan Nieuhof. (1665). L’ambassade de la Compagnie Orientale des Provinces Unies vers IEmpereur de la Chine,
ou Grand Cam de Tartarie, faite par les srs. Pierre de Gover, & Jacob de Keyser ... Le tout recueilli par le Mr.
Jean Nieuhoff ... mis en Francois, orne, & assorti de mille belles particularitez tant morales que politiques. X —

V136,
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ZIUE, WINBERSFD [TALME] (X 7)% Thdo BT TV LED5, JADIR /2L ZIZR T
/\—-;E;—-jbi‘ﬁ‘%"@%%o

3. Niu-va &t
Wid, [HEOMEE L &3] THFHO [l GFX8)Y OFMAIES ThD, [HEOMEE L 224F ]

IZBWT, N—=r OB T LB, LT L) THb,

ZIIRFEDIR T D B0 MOBLTIE, RFOETH 20 WRIZIFW L ODBN DI D B 1 LB,
WA n T4E# : FEE, BEROB WA B2 CHP?Y)  EROBRIE, ETH2. MO,
FOHEEFRD, ROERZITo RN Tz, (RE) Zifiid, REOBIT 2D T, T L ol
TRHA L7z TIIEILL72L V) o WRIEABOETEFOREZEE, MERTITORL RS SIS
B L. WoOEARREMBEL, Kk S8, NI E3EHE L7z, HRIIARDRE TR

39) PREE KA, BMNERTO [TALME |,
40) 7¥[[22,
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L. ZONEHED»BFR72, [HER T (Hoainan-tse)] TIELLT O & 9 1ZakR7: [T DFEMEIL. &
DORENZEL ., HBEVEIZLE L, HLOAMIEERICAISNS LH 122D, HLOtIE
WREG 2T L) 12 o7l BETHEOBIGOE, ELIERIZELY ., EBOHBEIZOY | Phlo
WD) B D REPBEREETI VT WD, EOEIMELOFNIZT —F L %oz HLIFZEF T,
KEDOHL DL 2B LTS, LIS (AT 2. RIZIFHOKRENZ LAY . KaFiZl
ZHN, MOET ) THRLOIELITIE»r NIz,

ZZTH— i, wilER o [T (Hoainan-tse)] TH 5 &R TwW5b, REGEODEH -
MEmF1Y 2L FIC5IHT 5,

Tz Ry, DURREE, AN, FOAIE, HOARE, KERTMARE, AEETAE, SEERR, B
SIEEES, PRI O A DA R, BRI, BRI, MK LREK. AR
i, DUARIE, EOKIE, BENE, SRS, R, (W) FEHINZL, BBAUK, B, AEWE
HE, SRS, REH, REIER BHIL BEh R, EE& A, Rk i
o OERM, BAK, FRRERN, TRARKEZ T,

[EHDZL, EBIUR, THENE, AEMERE, UEEEY ] o—ik. LA /N— V25L&
IS R DFEMIT, REORENZREL ., ROEVEIZHELZ, ERoANITEERIZH SN X
%Y WROKIMFR 2z L)X ho7z] kb,

BEZ A OB LR U<, W\HOFMIHTL 2707 7 Xy M&ED [Niw-va = %] [Fohi=
K% | [Kong-kong = 3T | [Hoainan-tse = i F§ ] 7Z& £1d. 97X T GPauthier ®#F1E, "Les livres
sacrés de I'Orient” TRLL7zDE—FH L TWwb o WEMIZS, /N— Dl 7zZ L1 “Les livres sacrés
de I'Orient” O+ _EHILT O OE+=ELMOEDOZEKIZIZ 5,

41) EfF - BRI AR OEH, R £ RO Tis S o7 B,
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[HREOHGE L EFE] L)k, =/ NHERLVT A - TTOL—= RDT = TH ) RA5, HN—
FLHEDT—<THU ., Carlotta Bonnecaze f 7A DT =< TbH b, /N — FeEBRIKET L2 &
NTELRLTH, MEDEGOEREZEDLENL, HOHZ2—F =) Y XD TEIN/EDO
EOALIZE T SNDIZEN RV PSR 2 B - 0 L D AEAH LBEOER S, T 81
AL OFE D DD B o

AR TR UL ), [HEOMEELEFE] 1BV, HEEHMHETICET2HAYEL L&, =V
FFEARMIZ G Pauthier DF/F% N— A |2E W7z, LHEAITE 5, LA LMBICH . [Las and Assuril %
[Giehval). K OMAHUCEIT 2 SO BN HLE, T2 F2EEL T RETH 5,

=TI NV OERENPLROITHELHES BELUEIHL, 322 - 74 )T AXO [HE
Wiml Lo, FEICHT2EEOH A L. ENO NV OEFEFERERERL TS, —H, 4
K7 A I RT T 2 AORFEF OB THRD 5 FEEL A Lo/ — ¥ ORFENDBLOBE S A
Bo N—=YDT A A TIHE o 72 ESB X OREFZOMIEIL, RHRLIEZ S, HAFZOWE L [F
EEAT LT\ 5 2 &t SkRHER OB Z fel) 72 ERIROEE» S HB R 2 %,

HAICHIET A1, HiEES - HB®S I CERL 20— 1%, [PENZHARSLD B2 Tho b
T SOITECEE L Tz REERULOREIfEikZ & Uz — 13, SF 2@ LT, HEISHT
LEBEORFFLAMEL L)L LTWE, TAYBICWAEEL S, PEOMEHR LS L O H o3 %
HEAREIYD . PENIHAD [4] L) fikr oo — Vit HERKZE T, MEOMFELZA
TWwiz, B0 [RoJljEkE] < tF L) HHLBEOFH A L. €OEFEEZm L7200 b, AT
o7z THEIOREE L EFE] X, TA) AV BRHOIEmTH L5, N—YORlFEANE L TOHARE
HEZ & OHRENOEVHEOZZINT-bDLELEEL L ).

42) THF 7 v=7 Vigside] ho TEROBLEN] —30 & Do mEIEZR (1988) [F 7h 714 A - N— Y Z{FEER
] E3CH.
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