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A Study of Utsushi Culture

—Focusing on the Tsuchimono Pottery (Tea Utensils)
from the Middle Ages to the Modern Times—

SUEYOSHI Sakuko

From ancient times, the culture of “Utsushi” (the arts and crafts of copying) has
been respected as a tradition in the arts and crafts of East Asia. In this research, I
focused on the “Tsuchimono” pottery (tea utensils) to reconsider the “Utsushi” tradition
of Japanese ceramics from the middle ages to the modern times. What has been copied,
inherited, and created by the “Utsushi”?

And 1 clarified that from the preceding studies we can know that Japanese
ceramics tradition has created the special style by copying techniques and designs from
china and the Korean peninsula. But was the Japanese ceramics just copied the
techniques and designs by “Utsushi” ?

Therefore, I'll probe what is lurking in the copy techniques and designs by
“Utsushi”. And I used specific works to emphasize the aesthetic essence of “Tsuchimono”
pottery (tea utensils) that was inherited from the “Utsushi” tradition.
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