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Sculptor Nakatani Ganko and modern Japanese sculpture:
Focusing on the Meiji period

ISHIKAWA Tetsuko

After the Meiji Restoration, the modelling technique was introduced from the
Europe, so the field of sculpture greatly changed in Japan. Most sculptors became to
make a work by the modeling, not the carving from wood or ivory, and when the works of
Auguste Rodin were introduced in Japan, this tendency grew. So, the wood sculpture fell
into a crisis of the decline. Under such circumstances, there were a lot of sculptors who
concentrate on the wood sculpture. Still, it was not often paid more attention, except
some sculptors

This paper looks at Nakatani Ganko (1868-1937), noted Japanese sculptor,
regarded the sculpture form as a fine art and worked earlier in the transition period from
an ornament for Tokonoma to a fine art of the values in the sculpture. He came from the
country and was appreciated in some of Tokyo’s artistic circles, but was largely unknown
today, as were his creative activities, and most of his works have sadly been lost. And he
is one of the sculptors who have been disregarded. This paper focus on one side of the
history of the Japanese modern sculpture by considering it through the his activities how
did he intend a wood sculpture in the Meiji period that greatly changed.
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OEFARBRD 7 — v THEFENT T2 A, TIUIF RS 2 ETE5HTH L (I RiFshzE
TA—=TTHY ., A4 X B OWLGEIEDO A 5 — M [RA] v X0 T AR W97 AT 2558
Mol Z ENEHZ Do

(EEED) (K4) &, Buhosbar Tho7z \o#EEo BELBE % B&EMi-> TE /B TH 5.
SRICRIER, B, BarRoh, REIEREC RV, L OB TEmOFIERHIEESHRTE 2
Wz 2p, HIVEE & PR SR I E AN M m 2w E T, WHER G 15E L L728ud O R s
SNFHHEEL LCRHCTE %, 4 Mvieo7 TEERD ] L3, 4IAICHET ) . BUfE b 4B
ERIXOBRFE DD [MEHERE | OBEZBZ 2050 KEIZAEDE TR AR 2 <
Hbo 1971 (HEHI46) FIZBUE DKL L 72EmE IS S WA EDE /) 7 uBEE2 /L &, Bl
TEIRIBT 2 A FICROBIHRATE, BE2TEME T L v, EFICHAZREEZTHEES L, &
HEBZ 2O, BABTARINTVWLZEPRTENS, BHEZIEIHETTICKS LIZEFICK LT, =
xR BB o R E b TR ZIZISE 25 (Vv R s i, EHIEWZET 25 Al
DFITE DI L THC 7R S REE T, REKCELLZ=ZHADO 7+ VA THBRIN,, —77. ¥
CHEE LIS, BAICHY LIPS AM, B0 B2 7280t s . W0 ICHEET 200 59 72
MEOMBETHERLEZE,SIZ, —ALORPLHRE 5220506, —OARELICH Y 510 5 5% 5
2 7 HEE OB OB E LEHEMRZ 5 L) Th L,

T 7o, BMERDEME, RO EIC L BEE [AE] 28I Lzl Bbhs () (M5) bBE
RHENPHIZD S OO, HEHIREEIZ R <, HIVEE & BRI BAO N mENFEETE 5, EiEL 25
B Th b, AEJNTNF 2T, BREEDPMLEZEZ ., D) HPMONLHEE TH 5755,
BT LOBEEDPM 72D D X D) LHEOREEIZHM S - RELHIE TR ekl & L L ko
BREREED L) AP, FEOBEIRTEHAEE LB, A A -V 585 3¢5, 612, B
DRANT ELDC L 0D L)\ NETF 72T A S AL F 4B TFHNEHERIZTS/2) Lidh o
CEITRSINZEEZLT T, SHIEDPITBALZTHEBERELICEL P 7+ VAR S, KME
. B LBl OO L 72 B SEOERZ i 2B TH V) . b E L E T B0 EMICH -
T ImEZBRI2EHNETHL I ENRTEND,

—h SEFERIAHTH 205 (MWF) (K6) TiE. Brdid B IIE T 7m0 F6 18 S 7R
LWV D, BOBA LWEBAPZILO L N5 T RKOMNAZTHIIZT + VA EGIEVTZEE, $720 T
TORDERHEDOPITIRENLWOMA LR RLFEE, HHTIEHIZT LI LDRWVIEEIZE THY
ERAMDTEHICHS NG &9 BREHFTEL AR O LRAONL Z e 6., (BN %
R FER 2 BEPFEEICZ TR THDE ZEDEZ S,

Brdi D72 B HWEFIZOWTIE, REPEZFEL TV D, [HEIPSNDL =8 T O b EFESO
bOTHo7e =N TIFHAREIZEIEONz0D, &L IELEIZOb O, AT LS 7%
Vo BlE T ARORKIIEEDME WD bR, FEE 2D L OBEEZEIN L Tz, [£IN175
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W7 VT AR 551275

TIBALl Lwbi T, KADEWEECTIT BEDE, Mo TR-AEEDLDERARLRD S, K
LTI EESD . R ED o BRI OLLIIMTHUOPRITHEENICR Y, g LT
DHUE S, MARICEOBAAD ., HEIY SNd Pl onT, SHROGPETEN. Kt
BRBICABICE DN L Jidnsz 12, FEHPIC L 2 RKBORBIE, 128 A STFEHE LD
FHENF 72010 LT Brdild B S0 L 72 D13 BRIE V. BFNRMED Ho720h b LNRWAS, Tl
T TOERD SR T T, ETHMTIT ) HIEICIZ, RO 2 A 2R, EANED S AEHE
BECTHENT - XHEEDECHEBIRIEEINDL L L2, AL & LToHfr2 b 206, [
BT 2BHOBFSHEE R 2 2D Th 5,

BbHI

AU TG L) HEEDEDLND L) 12> 7-0i, 1876 (B 9) SRICBIAL L 7z LEfEmraits
RSN TS & A MimiE e Shd, T L) lREL &bz, RIEfiz@ LT, £
O LEER SN TV DS, FEHCIHEICBA SN BEofEE, CosTr RE (B baE7,
BHT, B ORBEEIRY RD & FRHIRE 2AlifEZB) 254 UGB B T, BICHARE LT
HREEOTWZLHIICE LN L, ZLTZOROIRELFEL ST LR HEALZDIE, LKHEED,
AU OBA L LTOEBS, AR E L CoOfEmEE. 2 REOITHLE REIHARD |
REPRATEZ R ST 072 - =L LTOLET, BIUCEICATW I L RECEEL TS
DTEBNESL ) e EHIT, HITH BTNA—R M T & ORIFRE, 513, BIREORLRE L T ko
—DODEN P FP P LD 5> TLLDTH 5,

12) HEWT [7 ) o] [adobfEmd] 197146, a5
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gl & HASEREZ Calll)

K1 AEEH (RESNHME) 1901F. A, =21.5cm. X2 |LFES (FE) (REFARERE) 18884,
ABREESE @4 AR R K. =21cm. ABRESE SRR

M3 shafd (HRkZ$) 18858, A - .
=53.2em, RRBEMAFE
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W7 VT AR 551275

X4 rhaEs (EEHIEY) 192F, K- ¥E.
=98cm, FME R LS. [LBEIIEIMTMER
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gl & HASEREZ Calll)

B5 add (B8) 1930F. K- &, M6 aGE (BWF) K- e 517 BAR
=123.5cm, EERILAAEMERR
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