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Initial analysis about the early-period employing of
Instruction pour les visites de mandarins on the Jesuit Society in China

PENG Qiang

Instruction pour les visites de mandarins is a record with respect to the Jesuits’
life in China on the period from the 16th to 17th century. The entire life of the Jesuits in
China, including the religious ceremonies, the missionary behavior, the physical life of the
Jesuits containing Chinese products, the etiquette between the Jesuits and Chinese
scholars and the content of the dialogues, was uncovered. Moreover, the textual structure
of Instruction pour les visites de mandarins shows the operation and management of the
Jesuit Society in China, which highlights the corresponding ones of the Jesuits in China
on the period from the 16th to 17th century. On this basis, the paper suggested the
complexity with respect to the management system of the Jesus Society in China.
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