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Kumazawa Banzan’s Yi Thought in the “Ekikyo-Syokar”

LI Ying

The “Ekikyo-Syokar” is Kumazawa Banzan’s last work, although there are only the
first seven diagrams of sixtyfour diagrams but fully show his understanding and
interpretation characteristics. The annotation of Divinatory symbols, Divinatory words,
Tuanzhuan, Xiangzhuan and Wenyanzhuan, clearly prove that Banzan not only absorbed
the methods from the School of Philosophical Connotation, but also those from the
School of Image-numberology and the School of Mind. Apart from this, he also based on
the reality of Japan and combined with Yao and political thought to interpret Yi-ology.
This also demonstrates Banzan’s national self-consciousness as a Japanese scholar.
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