RAAHPR B L OO - e & R HSRRAL

BHOFE H

On Funeral and Ancestral Rituals of Confucianism Discoursed
by OGYU Sorai, ITO Togai and Toho

AZUMA Juji

Zhu Xi’s (1130-1200) manual of family rituals, the Jie-L:, exerted a considerable
influence on Japanese Confucian scholars. In order to better understand the impact of the
Jia-Li in Japan, this paper examines a number of works relating to the Jiqe-L: written
by Ogyu Sorai (1666-1728), Ito Togai (1627-1705) and It0 Toho (1799-1845).

These documents have as yet been almost completely neglected by the secondary
literature.

This investigation shows that these three scholars were all deeply interested in
Confucian ritual practice, and in particular the Jia-L:. They were especially concerned
with how to appropriately implement the Jig-L: within their own Japanese cultural
context. They wanted to preserve the Confucian ritual tradition, which originally arose in
China, while also taking into consideration the differences of their Japanese socio-cultural
context.

Ogyu Sorai and Ito Togai are both categorised as being proponents of Ko-gakuha,
or the ‘School of Ancient Learning’ style of Confucianism. Even though this is the case,
there are also significant differences in their thought. These differences can be seen in
their understanding of Confucian ritual, and it is important to take this into account when
examining their respective viewpoints on ritual.
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