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Textual Research on the Origin of the Term
“Tone” in Fumihiko’s Grammar

WANG Juan

“Voice” in the philological studies of the Meiji Period was not translated into
“aspect” as it is now but rather into “sou (#)” Otsuki Fumihiko however translated it as
“tone” which F A+ & claimed to be “an excellent translated equivalent” (2012:
130-150) He believed that this translated equivalent catered to the characteristics of
Japanese, expanded the new concept of “voice” eliminated confusion and was a great
contribution from Fumihiko’s Grammar. As to the origin of “tone” # K - & deemed that
Fumihiko referred to a certain dictionary, most probably Webster's Dictionary
(2012:130-150) But as for as the author of this paper is concerned, “tone” was a Chinese
lexicon, and it is far from convincing that it was originated in an English dictionary. In
light of this, this paper tries to discuss the origin of “tone” by a close examination of 7%e
Mandarin Chinese (1869) and Fumihiko's Explanation of Chinese Dictionary (1877)
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