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About a few questions of “Baikewenda”

UCHIDA Keiichi

Recently, a series of Answers to Visitors’ Queries data has been discovered. Those
textbooks of Answers to Visitors’ Queries are closely allied to the Jesuit missionary,
Matteo Ricci. The content include in social dialogue, social customs and so on. We could
examine the matter from different angles, such as Chinese teaching, modern Chinese
studies, then the customs, property and so on. Here, I would like to explain the specific
content and characteristics of this information in this article.

F—U— 8 (FEEME), (RN, FISE, SEH, SEE, EERA

0. HIFE

M4 {5 (R. Po-Chia Hsia) 201048 %138 ik B 50 5% [ 2 fF WSO i — A S ah s AU i (RE 20D
(Chinois 7024) Y & HI ik & B FIIEE 4 A, R -

An anonymous manuscript in Chinese, entitled Shike wen da (Answers to Visitors’ Queries), today
in the French National Library, gives us a vivid description of the hectic social life Ricci must have
experienced. It dates from the early seventeenth century, and was written by a Jesuit rnissionary
as a language/social primer (possibly by Ricci himself). The textual dialogue, a composite of many
actual ones, begins with a scene of scholars visiting one another in the capital. It describes a very

busy host (Ricci?), visitors leaving their calling cards, and return visits; =+ (212p)
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Dialogue XX—mode of visting in China. (continued)
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