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Translation of Manifesto of the Communist Party into Chinese in
Japanese Media and Evolution of Its Terms in Translation

— The transformation from “Heimin” to “Musansya” —

LIU Mengyang

In the early Chinese translation of Manifesto of the Communist Party, a large
number of terms were introduced from Japanese. In the translation, terms have been in
the process of evolution in both Chinese version and its English counterpart. Take the
term “proletarian” as an example, both versions involve the change from “Heimin” to
“Musansya”, in which “Heimin” originated from ancient Chinese with the meaning of
“ordinary people, people”. In recent times, however, the term was endowed with a new
meaning in Japanese, which was transferred into Chinese and took the place of its early
counterpart “Heimin”. Hence, the influence of the Japanese translation of “proletarian” on
Chinese versions of Manifesto of the Communist Party is worth exploring.
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HETHO TV 7 AERIZOWTRAEN DI IMAIOEARKETH 1, 18984, LilFLFAIC
BwWTHWEh/7z7 14 EY— - JF v —F (Timothy Richard) #. #HBAHIR [RAEREE] E~ v
ADZLHIN S NI OPEFER TH ) . V7 ADEWHIZOWTRRASIN TV AEY,, BAER
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— BT S NI FE - FEHOKIERAICB VT, [FER] 3EREE LTUTO & ) 1I2%Z 1k T
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LTSN TBY, [HERES] PEERAICBI2FEE LToOMELIEZL 00, [HIE]
ENBHHRE LTHEEL TV ETHEL Twa2Y,

« B3 1
PR TC RN AEATT I 5 D AT S 488 ok - 558 BE AE R i P IS P RS
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