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The Transition from Ming to Qing from the Perspective of Global History

—Reflections on The Great Enterprise

LI Xuetao

This article discusses Frederic Wakeman’s masterpiece The Great Enterprise from
the perspective of global history and poses a world question: the administrative mode
built at the early Qing dynasty, with its firm social control and flexible fiscal policy, had
succeeded in helping the Qing conquerors to get out of the worldwide economic crisis,
but unlike Europe, it did not bring about a complete transition in political and economic
areas. This pseudo-solution finally led to the fall of the Qing empire. The crisis in the 17™
century had a far-reaching influence in the development of modern Europe and remains
one of the heated issues in the study of modern Europe history. Wakeman has connected
the historical development from Ming to Qing with the global crisis at the time, analyzing
it with a holistic and connectional view, thus unfolding the regime change in a worldwide
connection.

Keywords: Frederic Wakeman; the regime change from Ming to Qing; world crisis

in the 17" century; global history
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1) Frederic Wakeman, Jr, The Great Enterprise: The Manchu Reconstruction of Imperial Order in Seventeenth-Century
China. 2 vols. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985.
2) FRWNEAR FE), WNEREELEZE, BRE (PRRTE LY (bt - Ko7 kek, 20084), &5 3-1101. ka5 sC

177



W7 U7 AW 1075

R E s A S A S R R B R R — %Y T S 5iE (Jonathan Spence, 1936-) ik, “H]

T YA R R AR A o R BEAR R AU B

FRAEPEAE B R FA TR 1 — AN AR 1], R R 0 ) o) FEE A e A ) P2 A 42 o R A SR 55

HOEFE T — IR ATE L, HRA RO — R AT IR UG 5 2 5 AR R . TR RSt
I8 SEAEDUR R IR B b 5e il 1 17 LS LT R AR, B MR T
HTCIFARATS il G ORI BRI F1 SR A0, e 28 S8 T A AR T g2, W R BRI TE I £ IR
[ b A2, oS A o SRR . SEARTIANE (Shmuel N. Eisenstadt, 1923-2010) A,
17HEZE R I3 s SE LA R KR S A E 20 A, — BB st

LR NI @) T — ANE LA & — ) KA P A R KA T REAG FAL, AR A X G
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B R E R P BAEAR AR BN R R TR T 1T, AS—EHGITE, 9 RARET
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